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Serving Our Migrant Bretheren
There are different ways to serve our
brothers and sisters. For Scalabrinians –
priests, brothers, sisters and lay people – our
neighbor appears with the face of a migrant.
Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini teaches us to
take care of our migrant brethren in all their needs, material
and spiritual.
In our work for the kingdom of God, a tricky snare might be
concealed in our good deeds. We might become more concerned about
our own work, projects, and endeavors, than about the people who
would be helped by these activities. We might be conscientious
administrators and efficient social workers without ever meeting
and knowing those human beings we are trying to help.
As Scalabrinians, we are not dealing only with numbers as
we attempt to solve problems or understand social patterns. First of all,
we are called to be compassionate good Samaritans who follow the
steps of our Lord through the example of Monsignor Scalabrini! Jesus
did meet the people of His time, he spent time with them, He ate in
their company, He cured them, He rebuked them … and, finally,
gave His life for them, before rising on the third day.
This has been the mission of the Church on its pilgrimage
through history. This is our life within our Christian community
and the entire world.
Happy Easter!
Father René, c.s.
Editor
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In each and every activity and
group, we tried to train someone to later
give continuance to these programs and
we attempted to form a council of these
leaders with local professionals (doctors,
lawyers, psychologists, etc.) to maintain
these programs and better their present
situation.
We culminated our mission with a
Soccer tournament that included both
young men and women’s teams followed
by The Festival of Hope where the children, adolescents, and young adults performed what they had worked on during this month. These last two events
showed that cooperation was possible
between a divided society, many began
to believe in themselves and in those
around them, others realized the special
gifts that they possessed and that could
be shared with others, and so much
more. Still, three things stand out above
the rest: one, that although it rained
throughout the entire Festival, the
crowds continued to swell and no incident occurred among the varying subgroups, the second is that most of the
public officials, religious leaders, teachers and other community figures were
able to allow, work together, or at the
least, not impede the month long activities and final proceedings, and lastly,
the month long events and concluding
Festival had been offered without any
monetary investment. In fact, many
permitted the use of fields, classrooms,
social halls, and more, that had not
been open to the public previously.
However, there is no fairy tale ending to
conclude with. The fact is that most
things went back to normal, some of the
leaders that we tried to motivate decid-
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ed against continuing, others did not
have the proper training to handle the
groups, many of the people were afraid
to take advantage of the services we
opened to them concerning their migration status, and so on.
Nevertheless, I know that we gave
Testimony and that is all that we as religious can do, to be “useless servants” for
the Lord and for the construction of His
Kingdom. This, I believe we did as best
we could and God placed and continues
to put the rest. I recognize that God was
able to inspire, reach, touch and heal
many people through us and He continues to. One of the young men in my
youth group wrote to me on the Feast of
Saint Francis to wish me well, almost a
full year after our mission. He wrote to
tell me that he had gone back to school
while he continued to work to support
his family, that he had “squared” things
with God since his father had abandoned them, that he was finding the
time to organize soccer games for the
children three times a week and that
there were others like him. He wrote
many other things that moved me but
one left me with much to praise God
over. He said that he learned that the
more that one spent time with the other,
the more one learned about himself and
God, and that the more he gave of himself, the more he received from God. I
answered him that his studies are paying
off and that God is certainly with him.

Typical House
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Message Of The Holy Father John Paul II
For The World Day Of Migrants &
Refugees 2005
Intercultural Integration
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
1. The World Day of Migrants
and Refugees is at hand. In the annual Message I usually address to you on
this occasion, I would like this time to
consider the phenomenon of migration from the perspective of integration.
Many people use this word to
denote the need for immigrants to be
truly incorporated in the host country, but neither the content of this
concept nor its practice is easy to
define. In this regard I would like to
sketch the picture by recalling the
recent Instruction Erga migrantes caritas Christi (The love of Christ towards
migrants) (cf. nos. 2, 42, 43, 62, 80,
89).
In this document, integration is
not presented as an assimilation that
leads migrants to suppress or to forget
their own cultural identity. Rather,
contact with others leads to discovering their “secret,” to being open to
them in order to welcome their valid
aspects and thus contribute to knowing each one better. This is a lengthy
process that aims to shape societies
and cultures, making them more and
more a reflection of the multifaceted
gifts of God to human beings. In this
process the migrant is intent on taking
the necessary steps towards social
inclusion, such as learning the national language and complying with the
laws and requirements at work, so as
4
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to avoid the occurrence of exasperated
differentiation.
I will not deal with the various
aspects of integration. All I desire on
this occasion is to go deeper with you
into some implications of its intercultural dimension.
2. No one is unaware of the identity conflict that often comes about in
the meeting of persons of different
cultures. Positive elements do exist in
this. By introducing themselves into a
new environment, immigrants often
become more aware of who they are,
especially when they miss the persons
and values that are important to them.
In our society, characterized by
the global phenomenon of migration,
individuals must seek the proper balance between respect for their own
identity and recognition of that of
others. Indeed, it is necessary to recognize the legitimate plurality of cultures present in a country, in harmony
with the preservation of law and
order, on which depend social peace
and the freedom of citizens.
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Therefore, Leobardo Medina, my
Scalabrinian co-brother and I had a
month’s time to work with this community and face these challenging issues
along side them. We took the first few
days to try to understand the situation
and then devised the following plan. We
would form groups of children, adolescents and young men and women, offering them sports, games, martial arts and
cultural events on a daily basis followed
by catechism and discussions on the
issues that mattered most to them. We
knew that we had to attract them with
something more, to have them open
themselves to God, allowing then to be
guided in their faith. We also gave a
series of conferences in the local High
Schools and the Technical College. Such
themes as Self-Esteem, Addictions, Sexuality, and others were taught and discussed. We concluded each session with a
hard look on our dignity as man and
woman given to us by God and our role
as co-creators in this world. With the
adults, we focused mainly on the present
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Catholics to form prayer groups to
revive, expand and live their faith; we
visited and worked with rehabilitation
groups such as A.A., the fishermen and
other exploited workers. In addition, we
visited the sick and elderly with the
prayer groups to teach them how to continue this important pastoral work in
the future. Lastly, as it is our charisma,
we gave particular care to the overwhelming migration situation of this
town. We spoke to all the local, federal
and international agencies in the area
that could be of assistance. We educated
ourselves and later the population on
those that could receive legal status in
Mexico (which turned out to be the
majority), how to recover their former
documents, nationality, and so on.
Above all, we showed them how to
receive services, benefits and the respect
of their basic human rights from these
governments and agencies, and what
options were available to them should
they desire to leave town.

The Martial arts Group.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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These migrants were my constant
reality during my Postulancy which took
place in Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico, a
city near the border of Guatemala,
where hundreds of illegal migrants
(mainly Central Americans) cross illegally into Mexican territory with the
determination to reach the United
States or even Canada. Theirs were the
faces that I looked upon each day, as we
manoeuvre the House of the Migrant, a
Scalabrinian center to help and house,
momentarily, passing migrants on their
way to the North; faces that signalled
the blistering sign of the times mentioned above and that, through the eyes
of faith, represented the agonizing countenance of Christ during His Passion
and simultaneously the manifestation of
the Christian virtue of Hope.

registered and are simply counted among
the undocumented, sharing with them
exposure to oppressive, highly dangerous
work, poor social and health benefits (if
any at all) and the dispossession of their
own cultural and national identity. All
of these factors contribute to poor living
conditions, a multitude of domestic and
social problems, and fierce divisions
among the population that has been
augmented by the presence of several
“rivalling” Protestant Pastors that have
only served to further oppress the intellectually unprotected. Basically, they are
a group of peoples that are dormant or
misguided in their faith, unable to
experiment the communion and love of
the Eucharist, the possibility of being
enriched by their ethnically distinct
neighbours, and have lost all hope.

During this unique time of formation, I was given a one month mission
experience in Puerto Madero, a small
Port town of about 10 000 habitants on
the shores of the Pacific, some 30 Km.
from the same international border.
Roughly, seventy percent of the residents
are undocumented as most illegally
entered Mexico during political and/or
ethnical persecutions or full blown civil
wars that were experienced in their
Central American countries such as
Nicaragua, and through their fear of
being deported, most have never applied
for asylum or refugee status nor have
ventured beyond this town because they
know all too well that the Mexican
authorities heavily monitor illegal
migration from here onwards (they are
essentially in a tolerance zone). Furthermore, most of their children were born
on Mexican soil but due to the same fear
and unawareness, they have never been

As our migrant Mother Mary and
Saint Joseph encountered that all the
doors were closed to them, until they
found a humble manger to give birth to
God Incarnate, these migrants are
equally in the same manger but do not
share the joy and wonder before the
birth of Christ. Instead, they are the
Jesus that is rejected by all governing
bodies and even abandoned by His closest friends, all but a precious few. The
migrant without Hope, is no longer a
migrant because he/she allows themselves
to be subdued by the same machinery of
our unfair modern day ideological,
political and economic systems that they
should represent opposition to. They are
stagnant, in purgatory and do not feel
worthy or no longer believe in a better
place that does await them, in this life
and in the next.

28
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Indeed, it is essential to exclude
on the one hand assimilationist models that tend to transform those who
are different into their own copy, and
on the other, models of marginalization of immigrants, with attitudes
that can even arrive at the choice of
apartheid. The way to take is the path
of genuine integration (cf. Ecclesia in
Europa, no. 102) with an open outlook that refuses to consider solely the
differences between immigrants and
the local people (cf. Message
for World Day for Peace
2001, no. 12).
3. Thus the need arose
for a dialogue between people of different cultures in a
context of pluralism that
goes beyond mere tolerance
and reaches sympathy. A
simple juxtaposition of
groups of migrants and
locals tends to encourage a
reciprocal closure between cultures, or
the establishment, among them, of
relations that are merely superficial or
tolerant. We should encourage instead
a mutual fecundation of cultures. This
implies reciprocal knowledge and
openness between cultures, in a context of true understanding and benevolence.
Christians, conscious on their
part of the transcendent action of the
Spirit, can also recognize in the various cultures the presence of "precious
elements of religion and humanity"
(cf. Gaudium et Spes, no. 92) that can
offer solid prospects of mutual understanding. It will, of course, be necessary to combine the principle of
respect for cultural differences with
the protection of values that are in
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common and inalienable, because
they are founded on universal
human rights. This gives rise to that
atmosphere of “civic reasonableness”
that permits friendly and serene
coexistence.
Moreover, if they are coherent
with themselves, Christians cannot
give up proclaiming the Gospel of
Christ to all creation (cf. Mk 16:15).
Obviously, they must do so with
respect for the conscience of others,
always resorting to the
method of charity, as St
Paul had already recommended to the early Christians (cf. Eph 4:15).
4. The image from the
Prophet Isaiah, to which
I have several times referred
at the meetings with
the youth of the whole
world (cf. Is 21:11-12),
could also be used here to
invite all believers to be “morning
watchmen.” As such, Christians must
above all listen to the cry for help that
comes from a multitude of migrants
and refugees, but they must then
foster, with active commitment,
prospects of hope that will herald the
dawn of a more open and supportive
society. It is up to them in the first
place to make out God's presence in
history, even when everything still
seems to be enveloped in darkness.
With this hope, which I transform into prayer to God who wants
to gather every nation and every
language around him (cf. Is 66:18),
I send to each one of you my Blessing
with deep affection.
From the Vatican, 24 November
2004 • IOANNES PAULUS PP. II
S C A L A B R I N I A N S

5

SCALABRINIANS JFM 2005

9/7/06

1:55 PM

Page 12

A Message on the Occasion of the Centennial of the death
of Blessed John Baptist scalabrini, 1905-2005
Rome, November 21, 2004
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
King of the Universe

Greetings!
The year 2005 is truly a year
of great significance and grace for the
Scalabrinian Family, which includes
the Missionaries of St. Charles Scalabrinians, the Missionary Sisters
of St. Charles Borromeo - Scalabrinians, and the Scalabrinian Secular
Missionary Women.
We are celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the death of Blessed
John Baptist Scalabrini, who was born
in Fino Mornasco (Como) on July 8,
1839 and died in Piacenza on June 1,
1905. Filled with gratitude to God,
we wish to share with you the joy of
this anniversary and a Charism that is
the gift of the Spirit to the Church

A young Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini,
just ordained Bishop of Piacenza

Scalabrinian missionaries gathered around their Founder in St. Charles’ Church, Piacenza,
before he was moved to his final resting place inside the Cathedral of Piacenza.

6
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Francesco Valentini writes to us

Members of the Youth Group.
From Francesco Valentini
Some brief bio info. I entered the
seminary in september 2000 in Bogota.
In June of 2003 I finished my philosophy studies there and arrived for the
Postulancy in Tapachula Mexico the 15
of July (2003). I began the Noviciate,
the 27 of November in Puripero, Mexico and we will profess our first vows the
28 of November (2004). I will then be
sent to the Philippines sometime after
the New Year with Leobardo Medina
and another co-brother, Ismael Cornejo.
Migration, in our present day, especially since September 11th, is not just a
debated and investigated issue but also
one that is experimented by each and
every one of us to some varying degree.
North American cities are ever increasing in visible minority groups and the
Latin American countries continue to
experiment the exodus of so many of
their citizens; and they themselves are
now beginning to see strange faces and
hearing uncommon languages in their
own streets.

As for these thousands of daily
migrants that leave all that they love
and cherish behind to risk their very
lives (and consequentially that of their
loves ones, should they not be successful)
for the uncertain venture of a better
salary, security and life for their families, they are the living testimony of
political systems and greedy ideologies
that do not work. They are the incontestable statistical evidence of a lopsided
world economy that overstuffs the stomachs of the few and buries the already
stifled lives of the great majority of God’s
children. Still, these migrants represent
much more because in a world imprisoned by consumerism that thrusts upon
us the practise of “use and throw away”
products and the ensuing application to
our own personal relationships, commitments and environment, the migrant is,
at the very least, one of the constant
reminders that our human existence is
far more valuable, dignified and proficient then this world allocates.

S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Left to right:
Sr. Eulalia Donett, Angela Masullo, Sr.
Carmelina Scisme,
Sr. Marcolina Campagnolo,
Sr. Clorinda Facchin,
Rosa Minchella
Sr. Clorinda and Sr. Carmelina work
in the garden at the Saint Charles
Mission Center, Staten Island, NY.

The convent, which has its own dining room, kitchen and five bedrooms,
likely will be used for banquets and
other fund-raising functions, Father
Fugolo said.
The
Scalabrinian
orders
(fathers/brothers and sisters) began in
Italy in the late 19th century, founded
by Bishop Giovanni Battista Scalabrini, who was declared “blessed” in
1997. The first women to enter the
order of sisters were sent to Brazil to
work as missionaries. They came to
the United States in 1941, beginning
their work in Chicago.
Leslie Palma-Simoncek is the Religion Editor
for the Advance. She maybe reached at
palma@siadvance.com.
26
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and to the migrants through
the caring heart of John Baptist
Scalabrini. It is a Charism of which
we are not sole heirs, but, rather,
its guardians and witnesses. It is a
Charism that we gladly share with all
who - be they religious or lay - are
concerned with the conditions of
millions of migrants, refugees and
displaced people.

his countrymen, who had no choice
but to migrate. While defending people's right to migrate, he confronted
those who claimed the right to force
people to migrate and intervened to
protect migrants from exploitation by
“agents of human flesh.” He traveled
throughout Italy, denouncing the
causes of migration and seeking to stir
the awareness of both society and
Church, while lobbying for fair emiThe Intuitions of Blessed John
gration laws. His main concern was
Baptist Scalabrini, Bishop and
the preservation of the migrants’ faith,
Father to the Migrants
and the safeguarding of their language
Soon after his
and culture, while
death, the Church
advocating a better rap“For while the world is
began referring to
port with the local
dazzled by its progress,
Blessed John Baptist
Church and society.
while man exults in his
Scalabrini - Bishop
As a man of faith, he
conquests over matter …
of Piacenza from
searched for the signs
while nations fall and rise
1876 to 1905 - as
of God's plan, even in
and renew themselves;
while
races
mingle,
“Father
to
the
the phenomenon of
spread, and fuse; above
Migrants,” because
migration. Scalabrini
the roar of our machines,
of his timely and
believed that all human
above all this feverish
far-sighted action on
events were directed by
activity, over and beyond
behalf of the Italians
Divine Providence and
all these gigantic achievewho were migrating
this led him to believe
ments and not without
in huge numbers,
that even the anguished
them, a much vaster,
especially to counworld of migration was
nobler, and more sublime
tries overseas. John
the object of the
work is developing: the
union in God through
Baptist Scalabrini
Father's love: a world in
Jesus Christ of all people of
clearly grasped the
which, with the unifygood will”.
political, social and
ing force of the Spirit,
religious impact of
the Father is at work in
the phenomenon of
building solidarity, jusmigration in modern society.
tice and peace, for the single purpose
He understood the global and permaof “making out of many peoples one
nent dimensions of migration, even
people, out of many families one famwhen some of his contemporaries
ily.” And therein was Scalabrini's
considered it a passing trend. Today,
dream.
we can only marvel at his prophetic
Following his two pastoral visits
intuition.
to Italian migrants in the United
As missionary bishop, Scalabrini
States (1901) and in Brazil (1904),
took to heart the plight of so many of
Bishop Scalabrini became convinced
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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that the Church needed to take to
heart the migrants’ cause, regardless
of their nationality, ethnic origins
or culture. He outlined this in a proposal he sent to Pope Pius X as a special “Memorandum,” which is his
spiritual testament, entrusted to the
Church, inviting her to see in migration a God-given opportunity to
show her “catholicity.”
The Timeliness of
the Scalabrinian Charism
As Scalabrini's sons and daughters, we make ourselves migrants with
the migrants so as to share their journey of hope, in solidarity and communion. Aware that our charism
places us at the center of the mission
and at the very heart of the Church's
spirituality of communion, we feel
called to promote communion in
diversity and to bring together God's
scattered children, particularly those
living most acutely the drama of
migration. It is a wide-ranging
mission that is not limited to
migrants, but reaches out to the local
civic and Church communities as
well. The phenomenon of migration
challenges the very foundations of
civil and religious coexistence, and is
to be considered the ultimate test of a
society's level of civilization and of
the catholic identity of Church.
The Three Institutes of
the Scalabrinian Family
The Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Charles - Scalabrinians
is an international community of religious brothers and priests founded in
Piacenza (Italy) on November 28,
1887 by Blessed John Baptist Scal8
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abrini. The world to which the Congregation is called to announce the
joyful message of Christ is that of the
migrants, especially those whose
unique situation requires specific pastoral care. The Scalabrinians serve
migrants spiritually and socially and
are present today in twenty-nine
countries on all five continents. They
run hospitality centers and cultural
formation centers, centers of study
and research, academic institutes,
newspapers, radio and television programs; they manage kindergartens,
parish schools, homes for the aged
and homes for seamen; they staff multiethnic parishes and ethnic missions
and are present in many Church
migration offices. Their special mission is to foster communion among
migrants from various ethnic backgrounds and encourage their constructive interaction with local
Church and society.
The Congregation of The Missionary Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo - Scalabrinians was established
in Piacenza (Italy) on October 25,
1895. Its founder is Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini. However, the Servants
of God, Fr. Giuseppe Marchetti and
Mother Assunta Marchetti are jointly
regarded as co-founders. The Scalabrinian Sisters, whose General House
is in Rome, are serving migrants
through six provinces in twenty-five
countries on four continents. Their
diverse mission embraces catechesis,
Christian education, pastoral care of
the sick, social action and pastoral
care of migrants. They are active in
schools, hospitals, orphanages, prisons, hospitality centers for needy children, homes for the elderly, houses of
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Saint Charles
Mission Center
bids farewell
to sisters

Sr. Eulalia Donnet, Sr. Clorinda
Facchin, Sr. Marcolina Campagnolo,
and Sr. Carmelina Scisme before
cutting the cake at the party
given in their honor.
The Missionary Sisters of St. Charles
Borromeo - Scalabrinians has had a
presence in Dongan Hills (Staten Island, NY)
since seminary opened in 1949
By LESLIE PALMA-SIMONCEK
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE,
Saturday, December 18, 2004

T

he Missionary Sisters of St.
Charles Borromeo-Scalabrinians are leaving the St. Charles
Mission Center after 55 years of service. On Sunday, four sisters who have
served at the Dongan Hills center for
decades were honored at a banquet in
their honor.
Sister Marcolina Campagnolo
and Sister Eulalia Donett already have
relocated to the order’s motherhouse
in Chicago, and returned for the
party. Sister Clorinda Facchin and Sister Carmelina Scisme will leave for
Chicago by the end of the month.
“The sisters represent something
we may never see again, that simplis-
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tic love and faith that they have” said
Dr. Vincent Montanti, a supporter of
St. Charles Mission Center. “For us,
they represent the presence of God.”
When St. Charles Mission Center opened its doors as a seminary in
1949, the sisters arrived to cook and
clean and otherwise
keep the place running. Some stayed on
when the seminary
closed in the 1970s
and
the
facility
became home to the
Center for Migration
Studies and the Mission Center. Sister
Clorinda was among
the original sisters to
call the Island home. “I was cooking,
working in the garden, cleaning the
chapel, everything I did,” she said at
Sunday’s party, attended by more
than 8o people. She served at the center from 1949 to 1967, then was reassigned to Chicago. She returned in
1996. “The first time I left, I was so
sad, I couldn’t say goodbye to anyone,” she said.
“When they leave, I’m going to
be broken-hearted,” said Rose Miranda, a volunteer at the center for 45
years and an organizer of Sunday’s
reception. “They’re like my family.”
“We’ll have to take care of ourselves
now,” said the Rev. Joseph Fugolo,
director of the mission center and
executive director of the Center for
Migration Studies. “There’s no one
left to replace them.” Father Fugolo
lives at the center with two other Scalabrinian priests, the Rev. Henry Gentile and the Rev. René Manenti, and
one brother, Brother Louis Calisto.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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“Let’s Start To Do Something”

Maria Lourdes
Arias Trujillo

For seventeen years I have been
working with migrants and refugees
in Scalabrinian missions, particularly
the Casas del Migrantes. I am a lay
Scalabrinian currently finishing my
studies at the Catholic Theological
Union of Chicago, and also working
for the Central Office of the Scalabrinian Lay Movement.
Several years ago, while studying
Religious Sciences in Rome, I attended the First Conference on Theology
and Migration in Tijuana, Mexico,
sponsored by the two North American provinces of the Scalabrinian Missionaries and the Transborder Institute of the University of San Diego. It
was a very nice experience to meet a
lot of the people who minister to
migrants, and to have the opportunity to reflect on theology and pray
together, in order that we might provide a more relevant pastoral response
towards migrants.
This past September, I had the
opportunity to attend the Second
Conference on Theology and Migration, which was held at the University
of Notre Dame. Although we were far
from the border, I thought it very significant that such reflections had been
24
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brought to one of the most important
universities in the United States.
Indeed, it is important that, as ministers, theologians and scholars, we have
the opportunity to reflect together
and share our common experiences in
our service and mission to migrants,
in order to discover the Spirit’s presence and revelation within the context
of today’s migrations.
The conference presented a great
opportunity to hear about and share
all of the ways – theological and intellectual reflection, poetry, visual art,
film and music – that we can communicate a reality that touches us deeply
inside our hearts and shows us a new
face of God. We were urged to
change our understanding and our
vision and to engage in a multicultural process to build a new world.
One thing I did miss, however,
was the chance to spend more time
meeting and sharing with others who
are ministering to migrants, since the
conference schedule did not leave
much free time. Perhaps the next
conference will provide smaller
forums in which to discuss issues and
provide feedback, rather than the brief
Question-and- Answer period following each session.
Finally, I would like to mention
what Claudia Smith reminded us of
during her presentation: “What we
have done for migrants is not sufficient. While migrants continue to die
on our frontiers, we are still not making enough effort. We have not yet
done anything. Let’s start to do something.”
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formation, ethnic and cultural communities and parishes. They are found
in various diocesan offices, episcopal
conferences, international bodies, civil
organizations, promotion centers,
centers of hospitality for migrants,
and in study and research centers.
Faithful to a shared Scalabrinian
Charism, the sisters respond to the
challenges of human mobility by living the consecrated life in the evangelical and missionary service among the
poorest and neediest of migrants.
Inspired by the ideal of universal communion, they strive to witness their
special calling in recognizing, loving
and serving Christ in the person of the
migrant.
On July 25, 1961, fifty-six years
after the death of Blessed J. B. Scalabrini, and inspired by his spirituality,
another Scalabrinian Institute, the
Secular Institute of the Scalabrinian
Missionary Women, began its journey
in Solothurn (Switzerland). Rising out
of a Scalabrinian pastoral context, its
roots are in the phenomenon of
migration. This new offshoot of the
Scalabrinian Charism, which seeks to
live the “consecrated life in a secular
context,” received the Church's final
approval on Easter Sunday 1990.
These missionary women are active in
Europe (Italy, Germany and Switzerland) and in Latin America (Brazil
and Mexico). They live in small international communities wherein new
Eucharist-based relationships are cultivated. Through the quickening
power of the Gospel, they bear witness that a spirit of welcome and dialogue is possible in situations of diversity, and that the world of human relationships can be transformed through
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the mutual gift of communion. This
institute's special mission calls for its
members’ professional presence in the
most diverse fields (social, cultural,
pastoral, formative, academic, health
care and artistic), promoting attitudes
of openness and appreciation toward
migrants and refugees. They involve,
in deeper awareness, young people
and friends of every background, culAccording to the last UN census,
the world’s migrants are
175,119,000, averaging 2.9%
of the world population estimated at 6,067,000,000. Comparing it to the mid 1970s, this percentage has doubled.
In the last five year period, the
annual migration to more developed regions has been estimated
at 2.3 million people. To the
migrants, however, we must add
the refugees: their population
worldwide now numbers 16 million people, the majority being
from Asia (9 million) and from
Africa (4 million).
Even the number of those who,
without ever crossing their country’s borders, are forced to evacuate their homes or homelands,
has been on the increase,
amounting to about 50 million
people.
Looking at the world’s larger
areas, 56 million immigrants
live in Europe, 50 million in
Asia, 14 million in North America, 16 million in Africa, 6 million in Central and South America and 6 million
in Oceania.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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tion. In our increasingly globalized
world, where the movement of people
touches each person's life, the most
important objective should not be
stopping human mobility, but, rather,
managing it as best as possible for the
good of all. Unfortunately, the governmental immigration policies of
almost forty percent of the world's
countries reveal a
tendency toward
restrictive meaSt. Charles’ Church, Mother House of the Missionary Sisters of St. Charles.
sures, particularly
The sisters gathered around the Founder, Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini.
with regards to
border controls and easy expulsions.
what binds us together is a shared
Migrants are an extremely
concern for migrants and refugees and
vulnerable category of people, easy
a joint vision of a new society transvictims of abuse and exploitation.
formed by the elimination of all traces
Simply think of the modern ìslave
of exclusion and by increased opportrade,î which spares neither women
tunities for belonging and participanor children, and of the smuggling of
tion, making “the whole world
migrants that has become a veritable
humanity's common homeland.”
international trade. For such reasons,
We work together in serving that
the United Nations has promulgated
Kingdom which is at work in human
the International Convention on the
history and especially in the world
Protection of the Rights of all Migrant
of migrants.
Workers and the Members of their
Families. This Convention, however,
Migrants, Refugees and Displaced
has yet to be ratified by the larger
Persons Today
receiving countries. In reality, the
In the era of globalization, migrainternational market depends on temtions should no longer be considered a
porary workers, on flexible, but
passing trend, limited and restricted
unprotected and unsafe labor. Howin nature, but, rather, a widespread,
ever, “It is necessary to reiterate that
permanent and structural phenomeforeign workers are not to be considnon. In the last decades this phenomered merchandise or merely manpowenon has expanded dramatically, riser. Therefore they should not be treating to a sustained and dynamic planed just like any other factor of proet-wide phenomenon.
duction. Every migrant enjoys
Demographic, economic and
inalienable fundamental rights which
social reasons are jointly responsible
must be respected in all cases.”1
for this inevitable increase in migrature and religion, bringing them
together for a formative journey on
the Exodus road in their Scalabrini
International Centers.
Each of our three institutes offers
its own specific contribution. But

10
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A Lay Perspective on the
Migration and
Theology Conference

Rosanna I. Grillo
Scalabrini Lay Movement
Representative New England Area
Serving the most vulnerable,
advocating for justice, welcoming the
stranger – these are just some of the
ideas that were discussed at the
Migration and Theology conference
at the University of Notre Dame. As a
lay Scalabrinian, the conference
served as a valuable tool that reaffirmed my beliefs, love, and respect
for the human dignity of people.
A “lay Scalabrinian” is one who,
through proper discernment, has
made the decision to embrace the
“Scalabrinian Spirituality,” and make
a commitment to build and work
towards justice, and recognize in the
migrants the face of Christ. The conference was instrumental in “recharging my batteries.”
The conference was sponsored by
several institutions that brought a
high degree of expertise, including the
Center for Migration Studies, New
York (CMS); Scalabrinian International Institute-Rome Italy (SIMI);
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and the Institute for Latino Studies at
Notre Dame University. Among the
co-sponsors were Catholic Relief Service, Center for Civil and Human
Rights, Center for Social Concerns,
and the Kellogg Institute for International Studies.
Many lectures were offered to us
during the course of the three-day
conference. One lecture that stands
out vividly in my mind was given by
Rev. Stephen Bevans, SVD, called
“Mission to Migrants, Mission of the
Church.” Reverend Stephen is currently Professor of Mission and Culture at the Catholic Theology University in Chicago. He holds an STL
from the Pontifical Georgian University in Rome (1972) an M.A., and a
Ph.D. from the University of Notre
Dame.
Reverend Stephen spoke about
the challenges of today’s thinking on
missions, in which there is little or no
regard for the respect of culture and
heritage. Instead, mission is about the
reign of God; it is about crossing
boundaries, nations and cultures. Mission is about love, and love means
equality. Through our love for the
“other” we must take destiny into our
own hands to be the voices of the
voiceless. Through Baptism, every
Christian is called to participate in the
Church’s Mission. The Church does
not have the mission, the mission is
the church, and the laity is the church.
I encourage all the laity to ponder
in their hearts the sound words of
Reverend Stephen, keeping in mind
the concerns of migrants, and their
human dignity, bearing in mind their
resemblance to Jesus Christ.

S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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At present, I am working in a
municipal office which deals with
post-1989 immigration. We are dedicated to offering high-quality professional service to both public and private agencies based on a single principle: protection of the rights and
human dignity of immigrants. The
main work of this office is to evaluate
the educational credentials of foreigners, with a view toward recognizing
their qualifications in Italy. We also
help them explore the possibility of
becoming Italian citizens, keeping in
mind European plans for the inclusion and social integration of immigrants.
Through my membership on the
Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue of the Brescia Diocese, I had the
opportunity to attend the Migration
and Theology Conference at Notre
Dame University in the United States.
My presence at the conference was the
result of meeting Father Daniel
Groody in Brescia. After considerable
reflection together, we sought to
establish a connection between
Europe and North America, two continents experiencing some of the same
problems relating to immigration. In
both places, the foreigner should be
recognized as possessing dignity, the
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right to life, and the hope for liberty.
After all, I, too, am that foreigner; for, in Italy, I will always be an
immigrant.
The conference was well organized and the sessions enlightening.
Given the natural constraints of the
session format, it was often not possible to extend very far beyond a particular topic. However, the importance
of the theological aspect of migration
must be underscored, since the subject is more often discussed and dealt
with only in political and economic
terms. The theological approach
needs to be better expressed and disseminated, in both Europe and North
America. The work of a congregation
like the Scalabrinians is essential in
working toward that objective.
My only regret is that there was
not enough time to engage in small
group discussion.
Inasmuch as the conference provided an opportunity for theological
reflection, it was also a gathering of
people from many cultures who share
an interest in the same issue. May all
who shared its message pray together
for the grace and strength we need to
be just and to continue to work in the
ways of the Lord.
Beatification of Bishop John Baptist Scalabrini
St. Peter’s Square, November 9, 1997.

SCALABRINIANS JFM 2005

9/7/06

1:56 PM

Unstable and insecure employment
on the economic level often translates
into more problems on the social
level, provoking repeated incidents of
intolerance and xenophobia. “The
precarious situation of so many foreigners, which should arouse everyone's solidarity, instead brings about
fear in many, who feel that immigrants are a burden, regard them with
suspicion and even consider them a
danger and a threat. This often provokes expressions of intolerance,
xenophobia and racism.”2
With regard to international
events, we must also take into account
the aftermath of September 11, 2001.
After the attack on the Twin Towers,
the fear of terrorism has spread, and
governments and political parties are
enacting increasingly restrictive laws
for the control of their borders and to
ensure order and security. Public
opinion is not alone in equating
immigration with criminal activity
and terrorism.
Some international institutions
are aware of these developments and
have increasingly stated their preference that migration be dealt with
from a supranational perspective and
through a multilateral approach. This
phenomenon needs to be addressed in
all its aspects, and not be limited
exclusively to security concerns. Actually, migration reflects the deeper
global imbalance that underlies and
causes it. It is the result of a perverse
system, which maintains large areas of
the world in a condition of underdevelopment, forcing the movement of
their peoples toward more developed
economies. “Migration raises a truly
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ethical question: the search for a new
international economic order for
a more equitable distribution of the
goods of the earth. This would make
a real contribution to reducing and
checking the flow of a large number
of migrants from populations in
difficulty.”3
Migrations: Challenge and
Resource for Church and Society
Everyone is aware by now that
international society is undergoing a
process of irreversible transformation,
and is becoming increasingly multiethnic and plurireligious. This transformation, in which migration plays
an important - though not exclusive role, is to be seen as both a challenge
and resource for society in general and
for the Church's new evangelizing

mission in particular.
Pope John Paul II has pointedly
underscored this fact for both the
Church and the world. In his encyclical Redemptoris Missio he states:
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“Among the great changes taking
place in the contemporary world,
migration has produced a new phenomenon: non-Christians are becoming very numerous in traditionally
Christian countries, creating fresh
opportunities for contacts and cultural exchanges, and calling the Church
to hospitality, dialogue, assistance
and, in a word, fraternity" (RM 37),
but also to “service, sharing, witness
and direct proclamation” (RM 82).
We are dealing with those ìnew worlds
and social phenomena,” with those
“areopag",” which determine the new
parameters of the mission “ad gentes.”
In his latest Migration Day
Message, Pope John Paul II stressed
that ìthe world of immigrants can
make a valid contribution to the
consolidation of peace.”4
John Baptist Scalabrini, anticipating the times, placed fully his hope
on “the children of misery and labor.”
In the migrants, he saw potential signs
and witnesses of communion, the gift
of Pentecost, where differences are
reconciled by the Spirit and love finds
its validity in welcoming the other.
Rethinking the Future with the
Stranger in Mind
This new century has been called
the century of the stranger “par excellence.” Some migrants are forced out
of their lands and communities
by persecution or ethnic cleansing.
Others leave their homelands because
of poverty and hunger, desperately
seeking the bread of survival. The
poor, the hungry and the wretched of
the so-called third or fourth worlds,
deprived even of the bare minimum,
are the strangers “par excellence” of
12
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Blessed Scalabrini, in a photograph taken
near the end of his life.

the twenty-first century. Entering the
affluent cities of our Western world,
they cry out their anguish and their
right to share in this affluence.
But the displaced and hungry
migrants are not our century's only
strangers; people, generally are also
becoming strangers to themselves. It is
that sense of estrangement whereby a
person perceives itself as foreigner
within its own culture, in trying to
establish its own individual otherness
and transcendence.
This new century, then, marked
by the troubling experience of feeling
foreign even to one's immediate surroundings (be they a foreign language
or country, or the deprivation of basic
goods, or the violation of one's identity), is in need of a new way of thinking. It offers the favorable opportunity and the outright urgent necessity to
restructure our relations with the
strangers among us, perceiving them
not as a threat, as has too often
occurred, but as something sacred, as
has seldom been the case. New cate-
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takes to provide assistance to the
immigrants in the quest to halt death
at the border. Bishop Thomas Wenski, along with Kevin Appleby of
Migration and Refugee Services of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, gave presentation on the
Bishops’ Pastoral Letter, Strangers No
Longer. Graziano Battistella, CS gave
an overview of The Right to Migrate
in the Social Teachings of the Church
and its Implications.
Bobby Ernst from Our Lady of
Mercy Parish in Kentucky said the
conference helped “inform my ministry and challenged me to respond
more fully to the Gospel”. The
Church’s messages to help the poor
and vulnerable are plentiful and there
were various presentations to remind
all of this imperative calling. This
conference planted the seed for much
constructive work, which hopefully
will bear fruit in the future. The hope
is that the efforts together will help
educate people, influence public policy and create a more just and humane
world, especially for migrants. “The
needs of the migrant are great and my
own pastoral abilities are limited, but
we can do so much more when we
work in collaboration” said one conference participant. As a follow up to
the conference, the University of
Notre Dame and the Sclabrinians are
creating a video on immigration
called Dying to Live. There are also
plans to have the conference proceedings finished by the summer 2005
and published by the spring 2006.
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Working in the Ways
of the Lord

Lydia Keklikian
(Translation from Italian by Nicoletta Masullo)

I am an Italian citizen of Armenian heritage, born in Lebanon. My
multiple cultural origins, and my
eighteen-year stay in Italy, have
enhanced my knowledge of six languages, three of which are Western
(Italian, French, English), and three
Eastern (Arabic, Armenian, Turkish),
along with the cultures tied to these
languages.
My studies in Lebanon and Italy
have afforded me a professional view
of the world of migration, as well as a
mature and empathetic view of it that
comes from my own personal experience. I have a degree in Social Work
from the University of the Jesuit
Fathers in Beirut, and qualified in
Religious Sciences at the Catholic
University of the Sacred Heart, Brescia (Northern Italy), and am currently
studying at the University Cà – Foscari of Venice in the department of
Oriental Languages and Cultures,
where I am broadening my studies in
Eastern languages and culture.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S

21

SCALABRINIANS JFM 2005

9/7/06

1:56 PM

St. Charles Scalabrini, who have been
at the forefront of ministry to
migrants for more than a century.
And lastly, it was a chance to reflect
on the life and heritage of the University of Notre Dame, whose history as
an institution has been intertwined
with immigrants since its inception.
Beyond these initial goals, many
came simply for a time of continued
education and personal renewal as
they seek to commit themselves more
to their ministry to migrants. Some
said they “came only with the expectation to be open Hispanics of
migrant roots,” they came away with
a sense that “each migrant story is a
message from God in how I am to
serve.” Others said they left “re-animated by the affirmation of the
importance of the church’s service to
migrants” and felt “much better prepared to address groups about the
question of immigration.”
This conference took almost two
years to plan and it featured talks
from scholars, pastoral workers and
human rights advocates from around
the globe. There were talks on Poverty, Migration and the Option for the
Poor, The Experience of Migration in
the Early Christian Communities,
Migration and the Incarnation of
God, International Migration:
Lessons from History, Mission to
Migrants, Mission of the Church, A
Theology of Sanctuary and Humane
Borders amongst others. In addition
there were various workshops, including The Gender of Risk: Violence
against Undocumented Women on
the Mexico-Guatemala Border; The
NAFTA Effect on Migration; Migration, Gender and Inter-religious
20
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Issues; Migration and Social Justice.
Beyond these, the conference was also
a time of prayer and reflection. Various liturgies were planned throughout
the conference (led by both Scalabrini
seminarians and Campus Ministry at
Notre Dame) including morning
prayer and the celebration of the
Eucharist presided by Bishop John
D’Arcy and Oscar Cardinal Rodríguez
Maradiaga.
The conference was a powerful
collaboration between Notre Dame
and the Scalabrini order, a rich combination of academic reflection and
pastoral ministry. Other organizations also involved in the conference
include Catholic Relief Services and
Secretariat for the Church in Latin
America of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, highlighted how “migrants have shown
their capacity to struggle and to be
independent. They have shown their
ability and their wish to contribute to
the society that welcomes them. These
are a few of the reasons why they have
earned their citizenship rights along
the right to forever banish their subhuman condition.” Harsher legislations, the deadly border control measures, low wages and subhuman working conditions barely begin to
describe some of these merciless conditions. Much of the theological
reflection at the conference started
from a reflection of the reality on
these difficult conditions.
One of the unique features of the
conference was the rich variety of
multimedia presentations, which
enhanced, deepened and gave visual
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Rhode Island
Communities Celebrate
the Centennial Year of
Blessed Scalabrini’s Death

Monsignor Scalabrini’s Episcopal logo
(Jacob’s ladder).

gories must be found to help rethink
our concept of “stranger.” Though an
outsider, the stranger must not be perceived as a threat to be removed, but
as a “word” to be welcomed. This
“word,” once accepted, opens new
ethical dimensions and a fresh outlook, no longer centered on our personal “ego,” with its demands for satisfactions and rights, but on the
“other,” whose countenance reflects
a light coming from beyond.
P. Isaia Birollo, C.S.
Superior General
Missionaries of St. Charles
Scalabrinians
Sr. Maria do Rosario Onzi, MSCS
Superior General
Missionary Sisters of St. Charles
Scalabrinians
Adelia Firetti, MSS
General
Scalabrinian Missionary Women
FOOTNOTES
1Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of
Migrants and Refugees, Erga Migrantes Caritas Christi, 5.
2Ibidem, 6.
3Ibidem, 8.
4John Paul II, Message for World Migration
Day, 2004.

Members of the New England Scalabrinian Lay Movement
and their children with Bishop George Pearce,
Fr. Sergio Dall’Agnese, c.s. (Provincial) and other clergy.

Sr. Rita Petrarca, ASCJ
t is with good reason that the
Church remembers the lives of its
holy ones by celebrating the day of
death, for that is the day on which
they enter into eternal glory. The
commemoration of the 100th
anniversary of the death of Blessed
John Baptist Scalabrini, Bishop of
Piacenza, Father to the Migrants, and
Founder of the Missionaries of St.
Charles, Scalabrinians will be celebrated on June 1, 2005. Many celebrations will mark this centennial
year.
On November 4, 2004, a joyful
community filled the Church of
St. Bartholomew in Providence,
Rhode Island, to begin the centennial
year of celebration. The planning was
initiated by members of the Scalabrini Lay Movement in Rhode Island,
aided by a committee composed of
priests, lay Scalabrinians and parishioners from Holy Ghost, St.
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Following mass, a celebration featured foods from many countries and
a performance of Bolivian dancing.

Bartholomew and St. Rocco, the three
Rhode Island parishes staffed by the
Scalabrini Fathers.
As the congregation greeted the
concelebrants of the Liturgy with the
lively refrain: “Somos El Cuerpo De
Cristo - We Are the Body of Christ,”
the multicultural aspect of the celebration was highlighted by children of
various nationalities dressed in native
costumes and carrying flags of many
nations. The music for the liturgy was
a blend of the cultures of the American, Italian and Latino communities,
and was led by the choirs of Holy
Ghost and St. Bartholomew Churches
and the Hispanic community.
The main celebrant of the Mass
was Archbishop George H. Pearce,
S.M. who addressed the community
in both English and Spanish. He
spoke especially of the single-mindedness and vision of Blessed Scalabrini
who, in reaching out to the migrants
of his time, was motivated solely by
his desire to keep their faith alive and
to strengthen their connection to
God. Archbishop Pearce also reminded the community that we, too, are
migrants on a journey, making our
14
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way to our heavenly homeland. At the
conclusion of the Mass, Fr. Sergio
Dall’Agnese, Provincial Superior of
the Scalabrinians, addressed the congregation in English, Italian and
Spanish, pointing out that the
Eucharist is the source of our unity as
it was the focal point and source of
strength for Blessed Scalabrini. As we
are united in the Eucharist, we reach
out in welcome to those newcomers
among us, who bring vitality and life
to our parishes.
A multicultural reception followed the Mass, allowing participants
to appreciate and enjoy a variety of
ethnic food specialties and entertainment, and to view the thought-provoking photo exhibit on the life and
work of Bishop Scalabrini and the
Scalabrinian community.
The spirit and vision of Blessed
John Baptist Scalabrini lives on and
takes form in concrete experiences
such as these. While he understood
that migration is an event of universal
and timeless proportions, not limited
to any one time or place, it is now
time for us to begin to understand
that same reality.
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expression to the content of the formal talks. Don Bartletti, a Los Angeles Times staff photographer and
Pulitzer Prize winner, presented a
moving and compelling photographic
documentary about a young boy
named Enrique who leaves his native
Honduras for a perilous journey to
the United States in search of his
mother. Another film called Alambrista, produced by Robert Young
showcased the life of another young
and undocumented Mexican immigrant in the United States. John Carlos Frey’s film entitled The Gatekeeper, which has won numerous national
and international wards, depicts the
passage, both physical and spiritual,
of a border patrol agent who goes
undercover as an illegal Mexican
immigrant. The conference also premiered Endless Exodus, a thoughtprovoking film produced by Gerry
Straub about the harsh reality of
poverty and the causes of immigration. Some said these films “touched
the hearts” of the viewers and “connected them more clearly with the
migrant reality”. Attendants understood that ultimately, the mission of
humankind is to create Un Mundo
sin Fronteras (A World Without Borders) which is the message conveyed
by Jorge Rivera, who offered a bi-lingual concert at the beginning of the
conference.
Another aspect of the conference
that was also very well received was
the opportunity to reflect theologically and systematically on the migrant
reality. For many like Sister Irma
Avila S.L., the academic and pastoral
perspectives were a combination that
“touched her heart, filled her mind
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and strengthened her resolve”. Scholars such as Gustavo Gutiérrez, OP,
Donald Senior, CP, Claudia Smith,
Peter Phan, Erica Dahl-Bredine, Gary
Anderson, and Virgilio Elizondo
examined foundational topics in theology that emerge from Judeo-Christian Scripture, Christology, Patristic
thought, Human rights, and ecclesiology.
In addition, special attention was
given to women who migrate, especially since they face different challenges than men. Olivia Ruiz, a Mexian-American cultural anthropologist
at El Colegio de la Frontera Norte in
Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico,
addressed the dangers and violence
women face when crossing the border.
Lydia Keklikian, once a migrant and
now a social worker and planner of
the Social Services and State Education in Brescia, Italy, spoke about the
complexity of gender and inter-religious issues in migration. Gemma
Tulud Cruz, from the University of
Nijmegen in the Netherlands, presented other challenges for migration
from the perspectives and experiences
of Filipina domestic workers in Hong
Kong. Lastly, Karen Richman, a cultural anthropologist and an assistant
professor in the Department of
Anthropology at Notre Dame, talked
about Migration and Religious
Change in a Haitian Transnational
Community.
Rev. John Fife, pastor of Southside Presbyterian Church in Tucson,
Arizona and founder of the Sanctuary
Movement, and Rev. Robin Hoover
and Sue Goodman, leaders of
Humane Borders, introduced the different tasks each organization underS C A L A B R I N I A N S
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MIGRATION AND THEOLOGY
AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Claudia Ramirez
By Claudia A. Ramirez
Institute for Latino Studies
Center for Latino Spirituality
and Culture (CLSC)
University of Notre Dame
Today, more than 200 million
people are migrating around the
world. The migration of such large
numbers of people is changing the
social, political and economic aspect
of countries around the world. It is
also reshaping the way we think about
God and human relationships. In the
face of this complex yet important
phenomenon, scholars, activists,
church leaders and others involved in
ministry to migrants gathered at the
University of Notre Dame this past
fall to reflect on the theological challenges and opportunities of this new
wave of migration in human history.
The conference was held at the
18
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SEPTEMBER 19-22, 2004
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
University of Notre Dame from September 19-22, 2004. It was a joint
effort between the Congregation of
St. Charles Scalabrini and the University of Notre Dame. Directed by Rev.
Joseph Fugolo, CS, executive director
of the Center for Migration Studies,
and Rev. Daniel Groody, CSC, assistant professor of theology and director
of the Center for Latino Spirituality
and Culture Notre Dame, the event
brought together people from Europe,
Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean
and many other parts of the globe. It
was an opportunity, as Fr. Groody
noted, “to reflect on national security
and human insecurity, on natural law
and civil law, on citizenship and discipleship, on our country’s history and
our country’s future, and on our social
vision and our church’s mission.” In
addition, it was an opportunity, as
Groody noted, “to discuss borders and
journeys, homelands and promised
lands, human rights and human dignity.” Through it all, the conference
was an opportunity to understand
God’s presence in our midst as we seek
to create a more just and humane
society, one which reflects the values
of the God’s reign in human history.
This conference focused on four
inter connected dynamics. First of all,
it focused on the life and experience of
migrants. Secondly, it looked at some
of the specifically theological issues
that emerge out of this context.
Thirdly, it celebrated the life, work
and ministry of the Congregation of
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Preparations for the 100th Anniversary of
the Death of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini
Fr. Mariano Cisco, pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish,
Brooklyn, New York, with one of his young parishoners.

Geethani Pigera
A wonderful community surrounds
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church in
Brooklyn, New York.
On January 9th, we were invited
to participate in a Mass celebrated
by the Bishop of Brooklyn, Nicholas
Di Marzio, along with Scalabrinians.
During the Mass there was
a Power Point presentation. A musical
group gave joy to everyone. After
Mass, there was a party with good food
and music.
Participating in the Mass were
Rev. Joseph Fugolo, Director of the
Center for Migration Studies and the

St. Charles Mission Center, along with
members of the Scalabrinian lay group,
of which I am a member. Ever since
I came to this country from Sri Lanka,
I have attended Mass at St. Charles.
Through St. Charles, I was given the
wonderful opportunity to become
a member of the Scalabrinian
lay group. It was good to be with
other Scalabrinian members from
different parts of the country. Together,
we celebrated this wonderful event.
I must thank the many dedicated
and hardworking parishioners at
St. Joseph’s Church who invited us to
share the great time and joy we had on
that day. It was truly a blessed event.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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New
“Remote Adoption”
Program

T

he “Educational Project John
Baptist Scalabrini” is the initiative of the Scalabrinian Lay
Movement of Venezuela, whose objective is to provide free education at all
levels, to benefit mainly those children and adolescents who are immigrants, or children of immigrants,

Left to right:
Luis Miguel, Maria de los
Angeles, Yeiner, Regina,
Maria Graciela,
and Tatiana.
16
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with limited resources and who do
not have Venezuelan identification
documents. By means of agreements
signed by various countries, documents are provided that fulfill the
education laws of Venezuela and
assure the legalization of the children
and the parents.
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Left to right: Andres, Cindy, Jorge, Geidi, and Ludwig.
If the legalization documents are
not received on time, the boy or girl
will receive a certificate from the original country of origin, thanks to the
“Andres Bello” agreement under the
Andean Pact. These certificates are
valid in all Latin American countries
that are signatories to this agreement.
Support for the education of one
of these children requires an annual
commitment of $50.00 per month to
cover the children’s expenses (breakfast and lunch daily, books and school
supplies, transportation and basic
medical care).
Each child, with the help of a
parent or other relative, will exchange
correspondence with his or her sponsor informing them of their progress,
while, at the same time, receiving
encouragement and support. As a
result, the children will know that,
somewhere in the world, someone

exists who cares about them. Each
sponsor will receive a statement of
collaboration following each monthly
payment, and, at the end of each year,
a statement of account showing the
amounts received and the child’s
expenses for the school year.
Those interested in helping to
support one of our children must
choose one or more children whom
they wish to support. Shortly, the
sponsor will receive a Certificate of
Remote Adoption, specifying the start
and end dates, and confirming their
commitment.
At that moment, a child will have
been given the opportunity to pursue
his or her studies, secure in the knowledge that a benefactor exists who will
make it possible to enjoy the right to
education that every child deserves.

Please send check payable
to “Scalabrini Lay Movement”
to Scalabrini Mission Office:
209 Flagg Place
Staten Island, NY 10304
Remember to specify the
name of the child you
want to support]
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