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On June 1, 2005, the Scalabrinian Fathers, Brothers,
Sisters, Missionary Women,
and lay people along with
migrants and the entire
Church celebrated the one
hundredth anniversary of the
death of Blessed John Baptist
Scalabrini. In Piacenza (Italy), where Bishop Scalabrini ministered until his last breath, celebrations
and festivities were organized to commemorate this
important occasion.
I had the opportunity to attend those events,
but I decided not to go. On one hand, it was not an
easy choice because I know Piacenza pretty well
since I studied there. Many of my memories and
friends are there. Our beautiful Mother House is
there. An essential part of the Scalabrinian Congregation’s history is related to Piacenza. And, finally,
I likely will not have a chance to be part of the two
hundredth anniversary.
On the other hand, I made up my mind and
had no second thoughts because I knew we would
celebrate our Founder here at St. Charles on Staten
Island, where I’ve come to know the people of this
community. Commitment to the people...this is
a wonderful heritage that Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini entrusted his sons and daughters to continue.
As a bishop, he cared for his flock. As a good shepherd, he realized that many were leaving the diocese
in search of better lives abroad. Bishop Scalabrini’s
life is a compelling example of a man who followed
our Lord by tenderly looking after his fellow
brethren.
Father René, c.s.
Editor
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“Mini Retreat” at
St. Charles Mission Center

By Concetta Julia Mauro

O

n Friday evening, April 15,
2005 the Scalabrini Lay Movement of Saint Charles Mission Center
(Staten Island, New York) sponsored a
spiritual celebration in honor of their
patron, Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini. True to the mission of Blessed
Scalabrini and his love for the
migrants, mass was celebrated by
Father Florenzo Rigoni and the readings were given in English, Spanish
and Italian.
The evening was a “mini retreat”
highlighting the love and dedication
that Blessed Scalabrini had for all
migrants and his zeal to protect them
from unscrupulous “users.” When he
discovered that Italian migrants were
being abused, Blessed Scalabrini was
the first to organize missionaries, alert
the church, and petition the government to enact laws and to provide
assistance to these people. He desired
to preserve the Catholic faith and heritage of Italian migrants, and yet to
assimilate them into a new society.

30
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As we learned from Father Florenzo, these same conditions exist
today with new groups of migrants.
Father Florenzo is in charge of a
halfway house on the border of
Guatemala and Mexico that provides
help and assistance to migrants. He
spoke of the many horrors that await
poor migrants at the hands of
unscrupulous “Movers of Human
Flesh” who strip them of money, dignity and, many times even their lives.
The Missionaries of Saint
Charles and the members of the Lay
Scalabrinians must continue the noble
mission of their founder. The Staten
Island Lay Scalabrinian group provides services and assistance, in conjunction with Saint Mary of the
Assumption parish, mainly to the
Latino migrant community of Staten
Island. Also joining us in this night of
prayer and learning were Lay Scalabrinian members from the boroughs
of Queens and Brooklyn.
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Centennial of the Death of Blessed Scalabrini

“A Saint Has Died.”

Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini

B

ishop Scalabrini of Piacenza
died of complications after
surgery for hydrocele on
Thursday, June 1, 1905.
During the final year of his life
he spoke often of his own death.
Those who knew him saw him grow
more and more detached from concerns of the world. Though his ministry never lessened in vigor, Scalabrini seemed to grow in serenity. He
became united with the Lord and his
personality took on great peace.
On Saturday, May 27, having
finally consented to surgery, he went
to confession and requested that
everything be prepared for the anointing of the sick should it be required.

4
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Scalabrini personally prepared the oil
stock and spent the night prior to the
procedure in prayer and adoration in
his private chapel.
The following day, Sunday, May
28, Dr. Carle of Turin and Doctors
DeOrchi and Marchesi performed
the surgery in a prepared room of the
episcopal palace adjacent to the bishop’s bedroom. Before he was anesthetized with chloroform, Scalabrini
said, “I have for some time been prepared for death. The Lord’s will be
done.”
On Monday, the day after
the procedure, the bishop’s heart beat
slowly. His condition worsened.
His breathing became labored.
By Wednesday, May 31, he asked for
the sacraments and received them
with a devotion that seemed to make
him a little stronger. He asked that
a tabernacle containing the Eucharist
be placed on a small table in front of
his bed with a requilary containing
the relic of Saint Savino.
He recited the prayers in preparation for receiving Communion.
Then, turning to those standing
around the bed, he said, in a clear,
calm voice, “I am close to appearing
before Christ, the Judge; I ask forgiveness of all and I bless all.”
A tray on which were placed the
cruets containing the Sacred Chrism,
the Oil of the Catechumens and the
Oil of the Sick was brought into the
bedroom. The bishop, wanting all to
be done properly, said, “Let me see,
because you are all so disturbed that
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countries, and frankly, they started to
take their business elsewhere. We can’t
allow that to happen. Our attitude
has to be: we are glad you are here.
We must be careful, but we must not
be afraid.
As I traveled the world as Secretary of State, I encountered antiAmerican sentiment. But I also
encountered an underlying respect
and affection for America. People still
want to come here. Refugees who
have no home at all know that America is their land of dreams. Even with
added scrutiny, people line up at our
embassies to apply to come here.
You see, I believe that the America of 2005 is the same America that
brought Maud Ariel McKoy and
Luther Powell to these shores, and so
many millions of others. An America
that each day gives new immigrants
the same gift that my parents
received. An America that lives by a
Constitution that inspires freedom
and democracy around the world. An
America with a big, open, charitable
heart that reaches out to people in
need around the world. An America
that sometimes seems confused and is
always noisy. That noise has a name:
it’s called democracy and we use it to
work through our confusion. An
America that is still the beacon of
light to the darkest corner of the
world.
Last year I met with a group of
Brazilian exchange students who had
spent a few weeks in America. I asked
them to tell me about their experience
here. One young girl told me about
the night the 12 students went to a
fast-food restaurant in Chicago. They
ate and then realized they did not
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have enough money to pay the bill.
They were way short. Frightened,
they finally told the waitress of their
problem. She went away and she came
back in a little while saying, “I talked
to the manager and he said, ‘it’s ok.’”
The students were still concerned
because they thought the waitress
might have to pay for it out of her
salary. She smiled and she said, “No,
the manager said he is glad you are
here in the United States. He hopes
you are having a good time, he hopes
you are learning all about us. He said
it’s on him.”
It is a story that those young
Brazilian kids have told over and over
about America. That’s the America
I believe in, that’s the America the
world wants to believe in.

Colin Powell
Photo courtesy of www.uwsp.edu
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The America I Believe in

Colin Powell at Morning Edition (NPR), April 11, 2005.
(Available at www.npr.org)

L

ater this month, I will be participating in a ceremony at Ellis
Island where I will receive copies of
the ship manifest and the immigration documents that record the arrival
in America of my mother, Maud Ariel
McKoy, from Jamaica aboard the
motor ship Turialba in 1923. My
father, Luther Powell, had arrived
three years earlier at the Port of
Philadelphia.
They met in New York City, married, became Americans and raised a
family. By their hard work and their
love for this country, they enriched
this nation and helped it grow and
thrive. They instilled in their children
and grandchildren that same love of
country and a spirit of optimism.
My family’s story is a common
one that has been told by millions of
Americans. We are a land of immigrants: A nation that has been
28
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touched by every nation and we, in
turn, touch every nation. And we are
touched not just by immigrants but
by the visitors who come to America
and return home to tell of their experiences.
I believe that our greatest
strength in dealing with the world is
the openness of our society and the
welcoming nature of our people.
A good stay in our country is the best
public diplomacy tool we have.
After 9/11 we realized that our
country’s openness was also its vulnerability. We needed to protect ourselves
by knowing who was coming into the
country, for what purpose and to
know when they left. This was entirely appropriate and reasonable. Unfortunately, to many foreigners we gave
the impression that we were no longer
a welcoming nation. They started to
go to schools and hospitals in other
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you might have made a mistake.”
He then picked up the cruet of the
proper oil and handed it to his secretary. He motioned to all of them,
telling them to say the prayers slowly
because he wished to recite them.
After he received the sacrament,
he embraced and kissed the
Vicar General of the diocese and the
others present, saying with a smile,
“Pray for me. My greetings to the
professors and students in the
seminary . . . My missionaries . . .
good bye, good bye . . . And he raised
his right hand in a blessing. He then
fell back unconscious.
A little later, he regained
consciousness and seemed somewhat
revived when he was told of the Holy
Father’s blessing. He was deeply
moved and responded, “Give him my
filial thanks” in a thin but clear voice.
Soon after he added, “To all of the
pastors and canons present here at my
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last suffering I give the faculty to
impart to me the blessing ‘in articulo
mortis.’”
During the day, in his lucid
moments, he had words of comfort
for the members of his household and
gave some directions for his burial.
Then his mind began to wander
and at moments he would say,
“My priests. Where are my priests?
Let them come in, do not make them
wait too long.”
Until the end, he continued to
utter prayers and to kiss his crucifix
and recite the rosary which he held in
his hands. He kept repeating, “God’s
will be done.”
Toward 6:00 a.m. on Thursday,
June 1, 1905, after a brief agony and
while murmuring a prayer, he died.
*Adapted from John Baptist
Scalabrini, Apostle to the Migrants
by Marco Caliaro and Mario
Francesconi.

The body of J. B. Scalabrini was exhumed before his beatification and now lies in the
Cathedral of Piacenza (Italy) in front of the altar of the Blessed Sacrament. His tomb
has become a place of pilgrimages and prayers, especially for migrants.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Pope John Paul II

By Father Gabriele Bentoglio, c.s.

T

he late Pope John Paul II felt
very close to the problems of
those who, for several reasons,
temporarily or permanently live outside their homeland:
migrants,
refugees, seafarers, air travelers and
workers, nomads, tourists and
pilgrims, foreign students, fair and
6
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circus people, as well as the people of
the road. Nowadays, migration is a
complex phenomenon. There are
Catholics who migrate to Christian
countries for a better life, but they also
go to countries where Christians are a
minority. On the other hand, countries of long Christian tradition
receive migrants who profess a nonChristian religion. For this reason, the
pastoral care of migrants has developed according to the new situation.
In our world, where there is hardly a
country that is not affected by some
kind of migration, either as a sending
or a receiving country, if not both.
International cooperation is necessary
to cope with the phenomenon, which
involves some 175 million people,
meaning almost 3 percent of the
world’s population.
Pope John Paul II was aware of
the problems resulting from human
mobility; he used to say that he himself was a migrant and an “apostolic
pilgrim.”
Talking about refugees, he said in
1982: “The Church has the right and
the duty to intervene … wherever a
man is suffering, there Christ suffers
in his stead. Wherever a man is suffering, there the Church must be at his
side.”
Suffering, especially of people on
the move, is caused mainly by the violation of human rights (individual
freedom, economic, social, cultural,
and religious rights), and societies
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poor man, crying, told me he had
barely scraped together US$3,000 and
had not the foggiest notion of how to
contact the kidnappers. Aching from a
tremendous sensation of powerlessness and sadness, feeling my hands
bound even more tightly than his own, and I,
too, crying, told him,
“It hurts me to not be
able to help you. I don’t
know what to do.” To
my great surprise, he
answered me, “No,
Father, you have given me great relief
by listening to me. You have let me
know that you care about my story.”
We had the same experience with
our medical and nursing staff in El
Salvador during the civil war: injured
or sick people began arriving from the
most distant corners of the country
and sometimes we had no means of
intervening. They would tell us,
“Thank you, sir, that’s the first time a
doctor would even see me, let alone
listen to me.”
The stories of people without
legal immigration documents, and of
refugees, are tales of sadness. It is the
daily, collective defeat of a part of
humanity that can no longer live in its
land. It is the bitterness of beholding
that there are two kinds of humans,
divided only by the color of their skin
or passport, or for having had the
good fortune of being born in one
place and not another. It is a river of
sadness long-repressed by the dam
called dignity, pride, and grief, that,
when unloosed, reveals buried and
hitherto unknown treasures.
For me, listening to their sagas is
to become submerged in a slice of lost
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humanity, it is almost to rediscover
the springtime of our history, it is how
I came to understand an expression of
my ancestors in the mountains of
Italy: “only the eyes of those who have
cried can see God”... or the infinite.
In these stories,
I suddenly discover
how the distance
between the giver and
receiver disappears
and the tables are
turned: I am transformed into the poor,
thirsting for salvation,
enriched by this ancient, deep wisdom
that the whirlwind of our industrial
societies has managed to asphyxiate
for lo these many years.
In this invitation that they tell us
their story, we automatically place
ourselves at their level, without professional, cultural or language barriers.
It is the attitude of listening, opening
one’s heart to the other person,
the contemplative gaze on that world
that is opening up to us, that leads
to the perception that the poor - those
oppressed by pain and despair - have a
distinct, broad horizon, and a capacity to face extreme situations. These
are lessons for us. One suddenly realizes that this other person - simple,
crushed - has a force and dignity that
extends beyond us.
From my first days in Latin
America, the fortitude of the people
was impressed on me; in the
Nicaraguan refugee camps in Honduras where, by any measure of logic,
one would have given up everything
for lost, the people would invent the
reason for song and hope.

Part two will appear in the next issue.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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ered distinct from the norm, to the
point of pulsating with the compassion that frees and seals in communion, he himself is at risk of becoming
different, of being another type. This
is the risk of crossing the borderline of
the daily grind to place oneself inside
the barricade on the other side. Speaking from my own personal experience
over thirty years, I have seen that the
person who does not have migratory
documents, although his fault lies
simply in not having certain papers, is
stigmatized as borderline illegal and is
given a dusting of criminal suspicion.
When I assume the surrender of my
own life for those who do not have
migratory documents, I am placed on
the same boundary, and become covered with the same suspicion. We can
feel the finger pointed at us, the accusations - both latent and open, as happened in the first interview with the
CNN chain in Tijuana - of keeping
illegality under wraps, of being a coyote or of taking advantage of the misery of others.
The story repeats itself with prisoners, particularly political prisoners,
AIDS patients, refugees with a political or philosophical ideology distinct
from that of the majority. As a consequence, we must face a state of aloneness, where society in general excludes
or isolates us. Our election in their
favor rips the world in two: the world
of our voluntary surrender and the
world that surrounds us, practically
condemned to having two personalities, two contrasting visions of the
world. We ourselves may feel divided,
broken inside, strangers to our friends
and to ourselves.
Compassion and Solidarity
26
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as a Risk of Manipulation
If, on the one hand, our fellow-man
may cause us to become isolated, and
be an object of rejection and suspicion, on the other hand we run
another risk: that of taking advantage
of our special situation in which we
end up raising a monument to ourselves. I shall explain. There usually
comes a time when society, for many
different reasons, recognizes our
labor, admires our solidarity and
shines the bright lights on us. The
interviews begin, along with public
and governmental recognition, but it
is our own person that is extolled.
The monument runs the risk of being
erected on the hidden base of the very
people we serve or live with. Many a
time I have suffered through the photographic or television cameras’ conversion of compassion as communion
into compassion as piety and pity. It is
a scene in which the people we love
and for whom we have chosen to
become servants, are transformed into
zoo animals, visited, admired for a
while by everyone, and then left
caged-up until the next visit.
A Personal Tale of Compassion
through Solidarity
Telling Their Own Story
The truth about compassion hit me
right from the beginning of my experience on the northern border of
Mexico in Tijuana twenty years ago. I
had just arrived, barely knew the language, and was living in a small room
above the church, when I received a
visit from a farmer from the south
who had sold his three cows to get
US$5,000 to pay ransom to the kidnappers holding his daughter. The
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and the Migrants

should create the conditions for all in
them to live peacefully together.
Many times the Holy Father
spoke out against the different manifestations of violence unleashed on
civilian populations, denounced the
exploitation of women and children,
the recruitment of child soldiers, and
against those conflicts that deprive
people of their right to a homeland, to
security, to the development of their
own resources, and to the serenity of
family life. He was particularly con-

cerned about wars and other
civil disturbances that drive
people from their homes.
These events make some
countries areas of passage for
displaced people and refugees,
sometimes for long periods.
The settlement of many
migrants in specific countries
creates great difficulties,
whether done in a legal or
irregular manner.
Some of the many initiatives in favor of all those who
are involved in human mobility to which Pope John Paul II
devoted himself were the tradition of delivering a yearly
special Message for the World
Day of Migrants, which he
extended also to the refugees,
and support for World
Tourism Day, planned by the
World Tourism Organization
(WTO), with a proper Message, which each year examined specific topics in the light of the wisdom
of the gospel, so as to help Christians
to live their holidays as a time of
healthy physical and, above all, spiritual relaxation. To understand the
great importance of the phenomenon
of tourism, it is enough to remind
that in 2004 the number of international tourists reached 700 million.
On the occasion of seminars or
conventions organized by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Migrants and Itinerant People
(a Dicastery of the Roman Curia), as
well as for the Plenary Assembly of
that Council, the Pope used to send
messages of encouragement to the
participants, exhorting them to face
the tragedy of many sisters and brothers all over the world without fear.
This meant the willingness of the

8
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Catholic Church to cooperate with
national and international bodies for
the benefit of all those on the move.
As for the maritime world (seafarers, fishers, port workers and their
families), the Pope updated the norms
of Apostolatus Maris in his Apostolic
Letter Stella Maris (1997), that
ensures the presence of the Church
among the people of the sea. The welcome he gave to the seafarers in the
year of the Great Jubilee has not been
forgotten, as it touched so many
around the world. In 2004, on the
occasion of the International Day of
Seafarers, he made a statement at the
Angelus for the maritime community
that was echoed and favorably commented upon in the world media.
He approved (1998) the publication of the document entitled
The Pilgrimage, for the pilgrims during and after the Great Jubilee of the
year 2000. He also approved (2004)
the publication of the relevant paper
The Love of Christ for Migrants (Erga
Migrantes Caritas Christi), to update,
support, and encourage the pastoral
care of migrants and refugees.
In favor of nomads and travelers,
who are some 17 million in Europe
alone, he made a moving gift by
receiving them many times in his
Apostolic Palace, and beatifying an
exemplary man, Ceferino Gimenez
Malla, a Spanish Gypsy.
These are only a few concrete
expressions of Pope John Paul’s pastoral concern for the whole Church,
which has consistently included all
categories of people on the move as an
integral component.
The phenomenon of migration is
one of the major challenges of our
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above all, it is the loss of
the dignity that accompanies all suffering that is
our greatest defeat on the
battlefront. Might this
not be caused by the fall
of the dimension and culture of suffering, of
knowing how to give
beyond all logic or ease?

ural childbirth, where it seals a delivery and establishes a deep communion
between mother and child.
Put in this light, the first consequence is to shield oneself from compassion and solidarity. For example,
expressions such as: “I feel so bad
when I see people who are suffering,
the handicapped, the terminally ill. I
can’t take it. It hurts me too much.
Look, instead I’ll give you a donation,
I’ll go and pray for you...” People seal
themselves off in a skin impermeable
to pain. I dare say they suffer from a
subconscious fear of being challenged
and affected, and so run away from
the sight of suffering. Perhaps it is an
exaggeration to say that the banishment of pain in our society is taking
on ethical proportions, where one
almost has a moral obligation to combat it, fight against it and annihilate it.
Pain has become our enemy, a faceless,
nameless terrorist. I underline this
aspect because I believe it is one of the
deepest motives for that “fatigue of
compassion” mentioned earlier. We
are losing our contemplative gaze that
reveals what pain is and lives it as the
sweat-earned badge of our humanity,
as the birth of our freedom. But,

Compassion and Solidarity
Suffocated by Indifference
As a corollary, we have built a
culture of indifference in the face of
suffering. We simply choose to ignore
what is, or live with the illusion that it
will always be someone else who suffers, until the day when pain comes
knocking at our own door. Because of
this indifferent attitude, public welfare has become institutionalized
(perhaps as cause and effect), and is in
charge of this sector of our life. All
kinds of medical personnel, charitable
institutions and religious organizations take care of this business ...
firemen and social workers are paid to
do the job. From there, it is only
a small step away from considering
suffering as something virtual, set
apart from our own world. Violent
cartoons, sadistic blows, and brutality
in the movies fashion a new dimension of pain and death as something
unreal. It’s all just another game.
The Risks of Compassion
and Solidarity
Compassion and Solidarity
as a Risk of Exclusion
Pursuing the quick of the matter even
further, it must be said that whenever
an individual makes common cause
with persons from categories considS C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, then-Prefect of the Catholic Church’s Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, kneels in front of Pope John Paul II during the traditional exchange
of Christmas greetings at the Vatican Dec. 22, 2003. (Photo: AP)

“Habemus Papam”
On Tuesday, April 19 , Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was elected the 265th Pontiff
of the Roman Catholic Church, selecting the name Benedict XVI.
Copyright © L’Osservatore Romano
Available at:http://www.vatican.va

from p. 18

the point of uprooting it from our
language, or at least tidying it away in
a dark corner somewhere away from
our everyday experience. The term
“pain killer” is in fact a whole pro24
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gram. Pain and suffering have been
eliminated. It is forbidden to talk of
such things, even taboo. In some cultures, death is penned into ever
briefer, more private moments, far
from the public eye. Vigils with dead
loved-ones have been cancelled, as has
the sharing of that magic moment
marking the threshold between life
and death, to the degree of emptying
this appointment of its greatest ontological significance. Pain is losing its
deepest value, of being the other face
of the party, much in the same way a
woman experiences pain during nat-
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time. It has innumerable implications
at the social, economic, political, cultural and religious levels. The Church
cannot be absent as these are “the
signs of the time” (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes n.4). Christians must
announce the Good News, which may
help humanity to better understand
each other and live in peace and justice. John Paul II stressed witness and
proclamation on the part of the pastoral agents, both clergy and lay people. Their activities, he
said on various occasions,
may be fruitful only if they
give witness to what they
proclaim. Witness involves
charitable deeds, as well as
the defense of the
migrant’s dignity, human
rights and the rights of
migrant workers and their
families, especially caring
for those in need, such as
children, women and
elders. Through the
Pontifical Council for the
Pastoral Care of Migrants
and Itinerant People,
he encouraged the formation of Christian communities with migrants, which express
themselves and grow through listening to the Word of God, celebrating
the sacraments, and living accordingly
through mutual love and service.
Pope Benedict XVI, John Paul’s
successor, should have open ears and
eyes for hearing and seeing the needs
of a world in movement, and be able
to answer them by inspiring an ever
increasing involvement by Christian
communities. This also means actively listening to the local churches, a
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willingness to learn from their experiences and their witness of remaining
faithful in situations which are at
times difficult and hostile. This
points to the gift of dialogue, which
the new Pope should also encourage
in his close collaborators, who assist
him in carrying out his apostolic mission. Pope Benedict should encourage
the involvement of the Church at all
levels (hierarchy, consecrated persons,
lay people) in order to promote

appropriate structures that may guarantee sustained and predictable
responses to the drama of human
mobility. Moreover, in the footsteps
of John Paul II, the new Pope should
continue to put emphasis on the pastoral-missionary dimension of migration as a form of new evangelization,
as a contribution of the Church that
goes beyond mere humanitarian assistance. In the Gospel we read that
Jesus said, “Whatever you did to one
of these brothers of mine, even the
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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least of them, you did it to me” (Matt.
25:40) His identification with every
human person underlines the dignity
of each migrant and refugee and
demands that he or she be treated
accordingly. It is worthy to remember
that respecting the dignity and rights
of every person means respecting their
values and beliefs, and therefore
requires that the proclamation of the
Good News of Jesus Christ be carried
out with due respect and freedom.
This also means that there should be
proper attention to those challenges in
mobility that threaten both the spiritual and social well-being of those
involved, such as the disruption of
family and marital life, the burden
carried by children and women, and
the need to “integrate” into the local
Catholic community. And finally, spe-

10
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cific attention to ecumenical and
inter-religious dialogue in human
mobility will continue to be a task of
the Church. Actually, migration
brings Christians in contact not only
with Christians of other denominations, but also with those who profess
other religions. Thus, the phenomenon of migration may become the
proper field for ecumenical as well as
for inter-religious dialogue, particularly through the basic dialogue of
everyday life, knowing one another
and eventually seeing that there are
more similarities than differences
among peoples. And also through
concrete cooperation in defense of
human rights. This challenge needs
the Holy Father’s guidance and
encouragement.
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The rapid succession of his
numerous, detailed publications has
also continued as the years have
passed, serving as a reference
point for Catholics and especially
for those involved in advanced
theological studies.
“Fellow Worker in the Truth”
On March 24, 1977, Pope Paul VI
appointed him Archbishop of
München und Freising (Munich and
Freising). He was ordained a Bishop
on May 28, that same year and was
the first diocesan priest in 80 years
to take on the pastoral governance
of this large Bavarian diocese.
He chose as his episcopal motto:
“Fellow Worker in the Truth”
(cf. III Jn. 1:8).
He was created and proclaimed
Cardinal by Pope Paul VI in the
Consistory of June 27, 1977, of the
Titles of the Suburbicarian Church
of Velletri-Segni (April 5, 1993) and
Suburbicarian Church of Ostia
(November 30, 2002).
On November 25, 1981 he was
appointed by Pope John Paul II as
Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. He also became
President of the Biblical Commission
and of the Pontifical International
Theological Commission. On February 15, 1982, he resigned his pastoral
office as Archbishop of Munich and
Freising.
Catechism of the Catholic Church
His role as President of the Commission for Drafting the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and the six years
of intense work (1986-92) behind its
preparation are among his many
outstanding achievements.
22
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On November 6, 1998, he was
appointed Vice-Dean of the College
of Cardinals; on November 30, 2002,
the Holy Father approved his election,
by the order of Cardinal Bishops, as
Dean of the College of Cardinals.
Within the Roman Curia
Until his election to the Chair of
Peter, Cardinal Ratzinger was a Member of the Council of the Second Section of the Secretariat of State; of the
Congregations: for the Oriental
Churches, for Divine Worship and

the Discipline of the Sacraments, for
Bishops, for the Evangelization of
Peoples, for Catholic Education, as
well as for the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity and of the
Pontifical Commission for Latin
America and the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei.
As Dean of the College of Cardinals he presided over the College’s
deliberations during the Vacancy
of the Holy See following the death
of Pope John Paul II on April 2, 2005.
On Friday, April 8, Cardinal
Ratzinger presided at Holy Mass in
St. Peter’s Square for the funeral of
Pope John Paul II.
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Homily by H.E. Archbishop Migliore,
Apostolic Nuncio, Permanent Observer
of the Holy See to the United Nations
Memorial Mass for Pope John Paul II at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
April 5, 2005 - New York

N

ot only for
Catholics,
these last few days
have been ones of
sadness at the
death of Pope
John Paul II. At his passing we are
sad, and at the same time we share the
sentiments of Saint Augustine who,
upon his mother’s death prayed:
“God, I do not ask why you took her;
rather I thank you for having given
her to me.” So we say today, “God, we
do not ask why
you took Pope
John Paul II;
rather we thank
you for having
given him to
us.”
John Paul
II has now gone
to the place
prepared for
him. While he
was among us,
for more than
26 years he
kept us focused on the subtle frontier
between the transcendent and the
here and now, a fine line that is often
blurred by daily life. His suffering
confirmed this very message in a powerful way. We witnessed an apparent-

ly helpless man who was telling us
that no moment of our lives is without value or meaning if we constantly
focus on laying down our lives for
others.
The sadness we feel is perhaps
something more akin to what we feel
when we have lost a wise and good
friend, a companion on the road of
life. The other day, a Polish woman
was quoted in a newspaper saying:
“He was like Moses – he led us
through the Red Sea of Commu-

nism.” It’s an extraordinary image –
as well as a pretty bold statement –
but it does appear that we have seen
the passing of someone who changed
the course of history.
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We all felt we knew him too, this
priest, philosopher, mystic, poet, and
world-traveling pilgrim. Those who
did have a chance to meet him never
forgot the encounter. I had the privilege to live and work at his side for
seven years in the Vatican, and one
thing that was striking was that his
charism did not leave anyone indifferent after meeting with him.
Two things seem to characterize
John Paul II in a special way. First, the
sheer length of time that he led the
Church, guiding its direction, uniting
it and unifying it and bringing together the multiple strands of thought and
activity that make up today’s Catholic
Church. Second, he transmitted fresh
courage and hope to those who are
oppressed, the poorest and the weakest throughout the world, at the four
12
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points of the compass: in the West, he
confronted unbridled capitalism; in
the East, he confronted the repressive
Communist system; in the south, he
spoke up for those condemned to live
on less than a dollar a day; in the
north, he spoke in favor of a renewed
culture of life. All over the world, he
witnessed to the greatness and fecundity of man who lives creatively his
relationship with God.
The life of a pope as versatile and
active as John Paul II cannot be
encapsulated in a few words. Some
speak of him as a globetrotting missionary, others as a teacher or scholar,
still others as a pope of social justice
and of the poor. Someone once said:
“Of his ten fingers, Pope John Paul
has used nine to preach the gospel and
one to govern the Church.”
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J

oseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict
XVI) was born on April 16, 1927
in Marktl am Inn, Germany. His
father, a police officer, came from a
traditional family of farmers from
Lower Bavaria. He spent his adolescent years in Traunstein, a small town
on the Austrian border.
It was in this context, which Pope
Benedict XVI himself has described
as “Mozartian,” that he received
his Christian, human and cultural
formation.
Second World War
Joseph’s days of youth were far from
easy. His faith and family upbringing
prepared him for the harsh experience
of the problems connected with the
Nazi regime; he even remembers
seeing his parish priest
being beaten by Nazis
before
celebrating
Holy Mass, and was
well aware of the
fiercely hostile atmosphere to the Catholic
Church that existed in
Germany at the time.
Towards the end of
World War II, Joseph
was enrolled in the
auxiliary anti-aircraft
service.
Priest, Professor, Vatican Council
From 1946 to 1951, he studied philosophy and theology at the
University of Munich and at the higher school in Freising. Together with
his brother Georg, he was ordained
a priest on 29 June 1951 in the
Cathedral at Freising.
In 1953 Fr. Ratzinger obtained
a doctorate in theology with a thesis
entitled: “The People and House

Page 25

of God in St Augustine’s doctrine
of the Church.”
Four years later, he qualified as a
university professor. He then taught
dogma and fundamental theology at
the higher school of philosophy and
theology of Freising; then in Bonn
from 1959 to 1969; in Münster from
1963 to 1966; and in Tübingen from
1966 to 1969.
Beginning in 1969, he was a professor of dogmatic theology and of the
history of dogma at the University of
Regensburg, where he eventually
became Dean and Vice-Rector.
From 1962 to 1965 he was present during all four sessions of the
Second Vatican Council as a chief theological advisor to the Archbishop of
Cologne, Cardinal Josef Frings.

A “Theological’ Vocation
Fr. Ratzinger’s important and useful
experience as a priest and an “expert”
at the Second Vatican Council was
immensely valuable and fundamental
to his life. He lived out this experience
as confirmation of his own vocation,
which he defined as “theological.”
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS HOLINESS,
POPE BENEDICT XVI

The newly elected Pope Benedict XVI,
formerly Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of Germany,
waves to the crowd from the central balcony
of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican,
Tuesday, April 19, 2005.
Ratzinger is the 265th pontiff
of the Roman Catholic Church. (Photo: AP)
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In my diplomatic mission, I like
to consider the pope as a world leader,
one who never ceased to inspire admiration and respect, because his leadership was not one of power, but rather
of moral authority. His political
impact did not come from deploying
what political realists recognize as the
instruments of political power; his
power lay in the
charism of moral
persuasion capable
of being translated
into political effectiveness.
The world has
not yet been transformed by all his
words and activity
– that is a huge task
that will require the
good will of the
whole concert of
nations and peoples
working in unison
for many years to come – but what we
can say is that John Paul clearly took
his place among those who would
have the United Nations fulfill
its high calling, on the side of peace,
and on the side of the poorest and
the weakest.
We have repeated today the
gospel text used in Masses throughout
the world on Easter Saturday, the day
the pope died. I understand that
Mass was said in the hearing of the
Holy Father, although he was by then
unable to concelebrate. In this text,
the words of the Risen Lord to his
hesitant and fearful disciples are: “Go
into the whole world and proclaim
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the good news to all creation.” These
are perhaps the last words that John
Paul heard on this earth from the
gospel, before the Lord by His own
voice called him to Himself. He started his pontificate with that liberating
cry: “Be not afraid!” Yesterday a colleague of ours told me: “That motto

was both a word of healing and an
electrifying spur for we who had to
live beyond the Iron Curtain.” Those
same words come to mind again now,
at his death, in today’s world. Fear
darkens our horizons, but audacity
can give wings to wise decisions.
He is now at rest after a full and
dedicated life. We salute his extraordinary legacy and we thank God that
we knew this mighty man of peace.
And let us be encouraged to take up
where he left off, in the struggle for
the betterment of our world, with
respect for ourselves and respect for
each other, in truth, justice and peace.
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COMPASSION AND SOLIDARITY
Part One

Fr. Florenzo Maria Rigoni
A few years ago, when the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees coined the expression “the
fatigue of compassion,” he was signaling a major turning point in the long
“trek of the human race.” We had
come to a new frontier, perhaps the
ford of a river with no shores, from
which we have not yet found our way
out. It is always more difficult to
encounter compassion, to use leverage
on truly human, personal feelings.
Everything seems to be reduced to virtuality. The mass media throw us a
tide of pain, with no faces, no names.
It all appears in cartoon dimensions:
the punches, the injuries seem to be
fiction, a farce as in Tweety Bird and
Sylvester the Cat.
Some centuries ago, the English
philosopher Thomas Hobbes established a watershed in history with his
affirmation: homo homini lupus
(man as wolf to the next man), canceling the dream of a Christendom
which sought to be homo homini
14

S P R I N G

2 0 0 5

frater (man as brother to his fellow
man). Our experience in daily life
confirms this swing from love
to aggression, from violence to reconciliation. Blaise Pascal, in one of his
Pensées, reminded us that humankind
is an oscillating pendulum between
nothingness and the infinite. This arc
of extremes includes, on the one
hand, indifference, and on the other,
compassion and solidarity, the topic
of my essay.

Compassion and Solidarity
as a Life Option
My introduction may have led some
readers to expect a philosophical
interpretation of this subject. It was
meant simply to establish a premise:
my reflection starts out from life’s
experience, from a dive into the
humanity that surrounds me and coalesces into a radical facet of my existence. Above all, it is a life experience,
a road that has taken me to my fellow-man. I feel as though I were a
dwarf, carried on the shoulders of the
giants that have been part of my life:
the poor, the migrants, the refugees,
the imprisoned and exiled. These
have been people with an unending
endurance, filled with a hope that in
me had died many times, and which
they have known how to revive.
I beg apologies from readers if I
now take a step back to reveal the
essence of my exposé, with a parable
from the Christian Gospel, which is
indeed my cultural framework: the
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CONGREGAZIONE DEI MISSIONARI
DI SAN CARLO SCALABRINIANI

Il Superiore Generale

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
Palazzo Apostolico
00120 Citta del Vaticano

Rome, April 20, 2005
Most Holy Father,
We too have prayed with You for a Shepherd “who would lead
us to the knowledge of Christ, to His love and to true joy.”
Now I wish to express to You our joy in joining You as workers
in the vineyard of the Lord, in simplicity and humility, under the
guidance of Your Holiness.
We are the children of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini, Missionaries
for Migrants and Refugees. In our Founder’s own words, we recognize
in Your Holiness the one whom the Savior has set as “Vicar of His
love for us.”
As we promise to keep Your Holiness in our prayers, I humbly implore
the Apostolic Blessing for all our missionaries, for our young seminarians,
for the lay Scalabrinians, and for all migrants and refugees.

Fr. Isaia Birollo, c.s.
Superior General
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Solidarity
This term is even broader
than the concept of compassion, and encompasses
unity, assistance, sharing,
and assuming the cause of
the other and making it
one’s own. The concept of
solidarity has rather social
overtones, and very often
refers to citizens” duties
and rights or to the field
of union and harmony.
However, in our context,
speaking of vulnerable
categories, many times in
the no-face, no-name
daily dealings with people
such as the undocumented, the sick or handicapped, there is a dire
need for an option that
goes beyond the sociopolitical arena, or even
professionalism (I refer
here to doctors, social
workers, and the like) and
resides fundamentally in
Vincent van Gogh. The Good Samaritan (After Delacroix). May 1890 the dimension of gratuitousness and human
a perception that the other person’s
brotherhood. I dare say that to serve
world is partly my world too. When
certain classes of persons ignored and
we speak of compassion and solidarioutcast by others, some degree of
ty, we must immediately free
heroism is required, a giving of oneself
ourselves of any sentiment of disdain
that no salary can justify.
or distance that accompanies the
Today’s Culture Versus Compassion
concept of compassion in some
and Solidarity
cultures. Compassion is a positive
attitude, it is an option in favor of the
Compassion and Solidarity
other person; I repeat, it is to embody
in a Hostile Culture
here and now the person facing me
We are already living in a time in
and in whom I have decided to take
which society has unleashed an
an interest.
authentic witch-hunt against pain, to
cont. p. 24
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parable of the Good Samaritan.
In this Scripture, a man is lying in the
street, beaten, hurt and abandoned by
his assailants. The first person to happen along the road is a priest, who
continues past without stopping.
A Levite (one who served in the temple) does the same. Finally, a Samaritan comes along. Due to his race and
creed, he is a natural enemy of the
man in the street, who, it is suggested,
is a Jew. The Samaritan stops, attends
the man’s wounds, lifts him onto his

saddle and leaves money with an
innkeeper to look after him.
The parable ends there. In the
walk of life, we can all be Samaritans,
or the beaten, or the indifferent, such
as the priest and the Levite. We may
even justify our indifference, our preference to walk on by, saying we have
other commitments, and that other
people are looking after such things:
after all, that’s why there are ambulances, firemen, and social workers.
True enough. The difference between
the Samaritan and the others is that he
decides that this foreigner, this enemy
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of his people, is his fellow man. It is a
gesture that goes beyond the realm of
reason, of what most people think and
do, and it takes one by surprise
because it goes way past any logical
expectations.
He provides shelter to a foreigner,
an enemy of his people and race,
someone who does not share the same
religious beliefs, and he does so
absolutely freely. He establishes a relationship, he feels summoned by a
duty to respond. In other words, he
takes on a new
option in his way
of relating, a life
option. This decision may involve
religious, ethical,
philosophical or,
simply, humanitarian
motivations, but they all
lead into a new
attitude, a creative
attitude towards a
fellow man. We
become distinct,
because those of us
who decide to serve belong to a special
class of people and are marked by a
profound vulnerability.

Compassion
This word can be defined in so many
different ways, and, over the centuries, it has taken on very different
meanings, depending on its usage in a
religious, philosophical or practical
way. Albert Schweitzer defined it as a
“reverence for life,” embracing all
forms of life with compassion. Personally, I see compassion as a sister to
empathy, a feeling of togetherness,
cont. p. 18
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Mother Teresa by Tommaso

Vincent de Paul by Tommaso

Mother Cabrini by Tommaso
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Tommaso Giannotta, RIP

T

his past March, the Missionaries
of St. Charles – Scalabrinians lost
a dear friend who for many years
had devoted his time, energy and creative
talents to spreading the message of
the founder through the many books,
pamphlets, and magazines produced at the
St. Charles Mission Center and the Center
for Migration Studies on Staten Island.
The Scalabrinians magazine you
are reading originally was designed
by Tommaso.

Tommaso Giannotta came to the United States from Italy. He had worked as
a graphic designer for advertising agencies in Milan, where he eventually became a
creative director. After arriving in the United States he settled first in Brooklyn, and
then moved to Staten Island. Shortly after he arrived from Italy, he met Father Lydio
Tomasi, who was quick to recognize his artistic talent. Soon, he was doing
all of the design work and typography for the publishing program at the Center
for Migration Studies. Later, he began doing the typography and layout for
International Migration Review, the leading scholarly journal in the field of migration studies. Tommaso was also a talented artist, and his drawings and paintings
adorn the walls at CMS, and appear on the facing page as well as the cover of this
issue.
Tommaso was a devoutly faithful man, who believed in the power and
necessity of prayer. When the world appeared chaotic, his faith allowed him to trust
in God.
In his leisure time, Tommaso enjoyed the simple pleasures of life. He was
devoted to his children, Christopher, Alexandra, and Victoria. To relax, he often
went fishing along the shoreline of Staten Island.
Everyone at CMS and the St. Charles Mission center was concerned and
saddened when Tommaso’s health began to decline during 2004. We hoped that he
would recover from his illness, but, in late February, we received the news that he
had passed away. Again, we extend our deepest condolences to his family and
friends.
T.S.
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