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From the editor’s desk

To celebrate each year the birth to heaven
of Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini means, for
the Scalabrinian Family, to thank God for
the gift to His church of this inspired bishop.
It also provides a moment to reflect on
whether we are witnessing contemporary
migration events through God’s eyes, as did
Scalabrini in his time.
That is why we are not merely social
activists, who help and support migrants in
their everyday needs, but, following in the
steps of our beloved Founder, we interpret
migration in light of His kingdom.
Our Lord called us to work in His
vineyard and to answer his call; we want
to serve our migrant brothers and sisters,
as the Good Samaritan took care of the
stranger he met on his journey.
Father René, c.s.
Editor

The Lay Scalabrinian Representatives met
at St. Charles Mission Center in March.

The purpose of the SLM is to radiate light to the migrants and to join
with them in a bond of fraternal unity,
to express our love to the Lord our
Father, to our Blessed Founder, and to
continuously renew our commitment to
serve our migrant brothers and sisters,

to embrace Scalabrini's charism, and to
work side-by-side with priests, missionaries, and men and women of good will
for a worthy cause, through Christ our
Lord, to the best of our abilities according to our time, talent and treasures.

Representatives from the U.S.and Canada
had a chance to plan activities and get to know one
another at St. Charles Mission Center in March.

S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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“New Kids on the Block”
A Refreshing New Look
for the SLM
By Rosanna I. Grillo

The St. Raphael Society, Priests, Missionaries, Men and Women of the
world, working together toward a worthy cause... Blessed J.B. Scalabrini
The Scalabrini Lay Movement (SLM),
which grew out of the St. Raphael Society for the Protection of Italian Immigrants, is blooming this spring with new
members from different regions of the
Unites States and Canada. The “new
kids on the block” who have been
recently appointed to the SLM Central
Committee are: Miguel Arevalo of St.
Rita Parish, Montreal, Quebec, Joel
Licuanan of St. Pascal Baylan, Thornhill, Ontario, Anna Maria Festa of
St. Michael Parish, New Haven Connecticut, Cleyton Moreira of St. Tarcisius Parish, Framingham, Massachusetts, Shirley Lopez of St. Joseph, Patron
of the Universal Church, Brooklyn,
New York, and Lisa Martire of St.
Charles Mission Center, Staten Island,
New York.
These new members, along with
their respective groups, have given the
SLM renewed encouragement and hope
with their contagious enthusiasm and
concern for the migrants. They have
enhanced the spirit of the existing central committee of Maria Sorrentino,
Chairperson, of Our Lady of Pompei
Parish, Montreal Quebec, Francesco
Santoro of la Paroquia de San Antonio,
Valencia, Venezuela, Mario Bilich, of
30

The Scalabrini Lay Movement (SLM), which grew out
of the St. Raphael Society for the Protection of Italian
Immigrants, is blooming this spring with new members from different regions of the Unites States and
Canada. In the picture: top, Joel Licuanan (Toronto);
bottom from left to right: Marilia Nunes, Cleyton
Moreira and Simony Pereira (Framingham, MA).

Hamilton Ontario, and Rosanna I.
Grillo, Holy Ghost Parish, Providence,
Rhode Island.
The new group and its mission
bring to my mind the famous episode in
the Milan train station, where Blessed
John Baptist Scalabrini was deeply
moved by what he saw:
While passing through the train station in
Milan, Scalabrini encountered hundreds
of poor migrants leaving Italy. This sight
stirred his interest in the plight of emigrants and inspired him to assist them in
many ways.
The Bishop saw, in migrants, tears
and the drawn looks of hunger in their
faces, the image of Jesus who said:
“I was a stranger and you welcomed
me”; likewise, through the new members of the SLM, I see the Milan train
station scene repeated again and again.
This time, however, the train station is
filled with the many different cultures,
languages, and colors of migrants who
reside in Canada, the United States,
Central and South America, and those
who encounter it are the new members
of the SLM.
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Scalabrinian Centennial:
Concluding Thoughts
By the Most Reverend Luciano Monari,
Bishop of Piacenza (Italy)

Inside the magnificent Romanic cathedral of Piacenza,
where Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini served as bishop
from his consecration to his death, June 1, 1905.
(photo by Carlo Mistraletti)

The quantity and the quality of events planned and held by the Scalabrinians
to remember the one hundred years since the death of their Founder are indeed
impressive. They include liturgical celebrations, pilgrimages with Blessed Scalabrini's body in the seven deaneries of the Diocese, monthly inserts in the Nuovo Giornale (the diocesan newspaper), days of recollection, an encounter among the world's
Scalabrinian youth and lay missionaries, two historical conferences, a pilgrimage by
foot from Piacenza to Fino Mornasco, meetings ... truly a family's tribute to a father!
But our diocese and our city has benefited as well. Even in death, apparently, this
extraordinary bishop is caring for his diocese, visiting it and encouraging it in its
journey of faith and mission. For the Diocese of Piacenza, the Scalabrinians are an
ever new and wonderful gift. Through them, our diocese breathes in the world, our
4

some dramatic discoveries: an abused
nine-year-old girl; a sixteen-year-old
girl who has a child without a father
because he refuses to acknowledge the
child. Day after day, I was confronted
by the senselessness of these things.
There were a number of negative
aspects to the social fabric of the
village – aside from the drug dealers,

dreams and ideas. Where five years
ago there was nothing, now the Owl's
Nest is a dream that has been realized.
Brick after brick, effort after effort,
with commitment, perseverance and
the help of many benefactors, the
Nest is tangible proof of the value of
those dreams. We can't just give up;
each of us must struggle to realize

violence and corruption of minors
–that stirred sentiments of unbelief
and impotence: I had to ask myself
how these people tolerate the perpetuation of so many injustices! But there
were also positive aspects that I was
able to experience... people's generosity, their strength in coping with difficult situations, their willingness to
help those in need, their simple
lifestyle, their happiness in the face of
material deprivation.
This lived experience has given
me a chance to see with my own eyes
what injustice, suffering and misery
look like, yet it taught me to believe
that if there's a will, there's a way to
do something. One should never forsake the great value of his or her

something better through those
dreams.
Since I’ve returned home, I’ve
been repeatedly provoked to ask
myself the same question that Bishop
Scalabrini asked: Have I remedied in
some ways? Have I brought any
solution in one way or the other?
The answer that I received is certainly
mine and represents a small drop of
solidarity with the people of Lisboa.
But for me, it was a precious experience, rich with significance. It's still in
progress with my re-entry into home
life, and, from now on, it will give me
the inspiration to live my life with
greater awareness.
(Original in Italian,
translated by Mark Escobar)
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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The parish, however, tries to help
them through their pastoral work,
which provides a range social services,
including food distribution, especially
of staple items for those families most
in need, and an informal school for
about 300 children. A few steps from
the parish church stands The Owl's
Nest, which is used as a library, sports,
and cultural center.
The Owl's Nest was created with
the conviction that education and culture are major elements of social
change and betterment of the community's quality of life. At the library,
children and adults have access to
books, reference works, and other
information technologies. In the
sports center, younger children have
an opportunity to play games, meet
new friends, and enjoy recreational
activities. My work has been there, at
the sports center. Every day, the chil28

dren play with a great display of fantasy, creativity and enthusiasm. It’s
amazing to see in their eyes and on
their faces the satisfaction with which
they bring home their little handicrafts. Their smiles are their greatest
gift to me, the most beautiful gift,
leaving aside their many kisses,
embraces and other spontaneous gestures of affection.
At the Owl's Nest, children have
the opportunity to rediscover the
right to play and the right to be children. These are often negated by their
living conditions and the constraints
placed upon them by their responsibilities to their families. It was difficult for me to accept that children of
seven or eight years of age already
would be obligated to take care of
their younger siblings, prepare the
meals and wash the dishes, in place of
their mothers. Day after day I made

Initial procession of the Eucharistic Celebration that closed the
Scalabrinian Centennial in Piacenza.
(photo by Carlo Mistraletti)

migrants are accompanied and cared
for, the immigrants find welcome and
help. Our entire Diocesan Church
should strive to live Scalabrini's legacy,
so that in each small Christian community the pastoral and missionary
zeal may increase and mature.
Many things change in the course
of one hundred years. The problems
we face today are different from those
Scalabrini faced; the faith of the baptized is no longer the foregone factor
that it once was. And yet there is
always much to learn. The attention
toward migrants, for example. Scalabrini became aware of the new phenomenon of migration growing in
ever larger proportions and responded
in the most effective way. Today,
migration has changed direction:
migrants from eastern European countries, from Latin America and Africa
are coming to us. They bring their different cultures and religious traditions
and come face-to-face with our culture
and our religion. The challenge may
have changed in appearance, but it has

become even more demanding and of
greater consequence than a century
ago.
The question is: will we be able
to face this new challenge with Scalabrini's clear-mindedness, courage
and love? We need to be clear-minded
in understanding migration in all its
reality, in order not to shift our perception to the spontaneous reaction of
fear; we need his courage to make creative decisions, capable of overcoming
old ways and responding to new challenges; most of all we need love, so
that our decisions be not motivated by
self-interest, but by generously seeking the good in others: of those who
migrate and of those who are affected
by the migrants arrival. This, however,
will become possible only in relation
to the clarity of our objectives which,
in my opinion, are all grouped around
the civilization of love: a model of
cohabitation in which each cares for
the other and one for all; where each
one's primary commitment is giving
others the chance to live fully.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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One final thought... in beatifying
Scalabrini, the Church has brought him to
the attention of all believers as a model of
Christian life. We can look at it from a
wider perspective: Scalabrini is a model of
“human being,” in the fullest sense of this
word: one who has lived in an exemplary
way his times, who has looked at others
with respect, and who placed himself at
their service. We need such models. In a
society like ours, whose models seem to
come from television, and hence are
shaped around the experience of “being
seen” or “being admired,” it is important
to adopt as models people whose lives are
shaped on paying attention to others, on
self-giving, on the conscious sacrificial
commitment to build a better and more
just world. Cutting through all illusions,
we can state that if it weren't for many
people like them, the future would hold
no promise.
From Il Nuovo Giornale, monthly insert
n. 12 Piacenza Dec. 30, 2005

The most reverend Luciano Monari (right), bishop
of Piacenza, discussing with Luigi Cardinal Poggi
(on the left), Archivist Emeritus of the Vatican Secret
Archives, before the Eucharistic Celebration
in Piaceza that closed the Scalabrinian Centennial.
(All photos by Carlo Mistraletti)
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The most reverend Luciano Monari, bishop of
Piacenza (Italy). The Blessed J.B. Scalabrini served
this diocese as bishop from 1876 to his death in 1905

Father Sisto Caccia, superior of the Scalabrinian
community in Piacenza and one of the main
organizers of the Scalabrinian Centennial,
with Sister Maria do Rosario Onzi, General Superior
of the Missionary Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo
(Scalabrinians).

A smiling Father Isaiah Birollo (right), Superior General
of the Missionaries of St. Charles (Scalabrinians)
with Luigi Cardinal Poggi, Archivist Emeritus
of the Vatican Secret Archives.

The Owl’s Nest
By Silvia Mazzeracca

I write to share with you my experience this summer as a volunteer with
“The Owl's Nest” (Il Nido del Gufo)
in Colombia. My participation in the
formation course organized by the
Scalabrinian Agency for Cooperation
to prepare for volunteering internationally has deepened my motivation
and enthusiasm to go overseas. I
wanted to redirect myself toward a
particular reality far from my own,
and to do something for the children
who live in troubled and povertystricken situations. Hence, on June
3rd of last year, I traveled to Colombia. It is a country that reflects my
longstanding interest in issues that are
more contradictory and withstanding.

Silvia Mazzeracca

I spent three months in a neighborhood on the periphery of Bogotá
that is served by the Scalabrinian
Fathers at St. John the Baptist
Church, who have been working there
since 1991. When I arrived in the village of Lisboa, I found myself
immersed in a disturbing panorama
stretching for kilometer after kilometer: brick-fronted houses along dusty
streets that turned to mud when it
rained. Lisboa is home to thousands
of marginalized people–men, women,
and children–who have been compelled to leave their country of origin
due internal conflicts. Slowly, they
have tried to reconstruct a new social
framework. Forced to leave everything
behind, these migrants often seek
solace in alcohols or drugs, which
sometimes results in domestic violence. Services provided by the state
seldom reach areas like this, or are
inadequate to deal effectively with the
population's needs, allowing these
problems to continue unchecked.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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The remains of Bishop Rinaldi, who died on May 31, 1941, had been transported in 1966 from the cemetery to the Cathedral where they were
entombed in a side chapel.

The Bishop of Rieti, the Most Reverend Delio Lucarelli, the General Superior,
Father Isaiah Birollo, the Mayor of Rieti, Giuseppe Emili, the Postulator of the
Cause, Fr. Luca De Rosa, the Vice Postulator, Fr. Sisto Caccia.
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The Thread that
Weaves the Tapestry
St. Angela Merici Banquet in
Honor of Blessed J.B. Scalabrini
and Dedication of the New St. Angela Merici Hall

Apostolic Nuncio in Canada, Most. Rev. Luigi Ventura,
with Fr. Albert Corradin, c.s. and Fr. August Feccia, c.s. St. Angela Merici Church.

The proud parishioners of St.
Angela Merici (Windsor, Ontario,
Canada) rejoiced on Sunday, November 27, 2005 as they celebrated the
closing of the Centenary of Blessed
John Baptist Scalabrini and the ribbon-cutting for the new St. Angela
Merici Parish Hall.
This special event was marked by
a processional entrance into St.
Angela Merici Church. The Crucifix
led the procession, followed by the
Vatican flag and the Italian flag. These
were followed by an array of flags representing the different countries
where the Scalabrinian missionaries

do their work: Canada, Portugal,
Mexico, the Philippines and Albania.
Also in procession were the banners of
the religious societies: St. Angela
Merici, St. Padre Pio, St. Francesco di
Paola, The Madonna di Canneto,
Christ the Listener, St. Ippolito, Our
Lady of the Rosary, and the Catholic
Women's League. Eight Knights of
Columbus of differing degree orders
formed the Color Guard in which the
Eucharistic Ministers, the lectors, and
the priests, Father August Feccia, c.s.,
Father Albert Corradin, c.s., and His
Excellency Archbishop Luigi Ventura,
Apostolic Nuncio in Canada, were led
in procession.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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The St. Angela Choir sang the
High Mass and His Excellency Archbishop Luigi Ventura delivered his
inspiring homily on the life and work
of Blessed J. B. Scalabrini. Father
August presented His Excellency with
the Scalabrini Medal.
After the mass, once again in
procession, the parish community was
led outdoors, where the Monument to
Blessed Scalabrini was blessed by the
Apostolic Nuncio with a special
prayer, and where the Church Choir
sang the Scalabrinian Anthem.
The procession next moved to the
entrance of the new hall for the
Ribbon Cutting. During the banquet,
entertainment was provided by
saxophonist John Brunetto, and by
Daniela Marentette, Louie Zanotti,
and Sarah D'Agnolo who played classical music; after the meal, guests
enjoyed dancing to the tunes of Big
Louie and his band.
It is here, where the real thread
that weaves the tapestry begins. St.
Angela Merici was born in the Brescia

8

region of Italy. In Brescia, she formed
one of her first schools for young girls
that would later become the Institute
of St. Ursula (the Ursuline Sisters).
His Excellency Archbishop Luigi Ventura also is from Brescia. How fitting
to have the Apostolic Nuncio, born in
Brescia, deliver his homily at St.
Angela Merici Church on such a
grand occasion.
Further to this, Blessed J. B. Scalabrini was Bishop of Piacenza in
1875. He spent his entire life working
for others where his pastoral, social,
and charitable activity was limitless.
He established Co-Ops for workers,
an institute for the Blind and Hearing
Impaired, standardized the teaching
of the Catechism for all age levels,
continually visited his 365 parishes,
consecrated 200 new churches, and
encouraged Italian Catholics to vote
and run for office in all political elections. He was a man truly ahead of his
times!
Apostolic Nuncio in Canada, Most Rev. Luigi
Ventura, blesses the monument in honor of
Blessed J.B. Scalabrini.

The Bishop of Rieti, the Most Reverend Delio Lucarelli (left), one member of the Rinaldi
family, Alessandro Rinaldi (center), and the Mayor of Rieti, Giuseppe Emili (right).

Exhumation and Identification of the Mortal Remains
of the Venerable Massimo Rinaldi, Scalabrinian
Missionary and Bishop of Rieti (Italy)
On March 1st, 2006, Ash Wednesday, the mortal remains of the
Venerable Massimo Rinaldi, Bishop of Rieti (Italy), were exhumed.
Present at the event were the Bishop of Rieti, the Most Rev. Delio
Lucarelli, the Superior General, Fr. Isaia Birollo, the Postulator
of the Cause, Fr. Luca De Rosa, o.f.m., the Vice Postulator, Fr. Sisto
Caccia, other Scalabrinian confreres and members of the diocesan
clergy, the Mayor of Rieti, the city coroner, and members of the
Rinaldi family.
The process of exhumation and identification of the mortal
remains is a prerequisite for the beatification. The remains of Bishop
Rinaldi, who died on May 31, 1941, had already been transported
in 1966 from the cemetery to the Cathedral, where they were
entombed in a side chapel. Following the beatification the
mortal remains of the Venerable Massimo Rinaldi will be
exposed in an urn for public viewing and veneration.

S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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From left to right: Fr. Rinaldo Vecchiato, Fr. Hugo Vela,
Fr. Aldo Uderzo and Fr. Jairo Alfonso.

place of God that is open throughout
the day.
While the parish has faith in its
goals, it endeavors most to express the
love of God and be a sacred oasis
where everyone can find refuge, beauty and inner peace. Hence, it has an
enviable structure. Efforts continue to
bring the community to work on different projects. The many trials and
achievements of the Scalabrinians
over the years memorialize their sacrifices and commitment. Among the
Scalabrinian pastors who have served
this parish, after Father Zanon,
are Fr. Berton Giuseppe, Fr. Pietro
Bortolazzo, Fr. Giuseppe Spigolon,
Fr. Lando Camillo, Fr. Giancarlo
Massari, and Fr. Moacir Balen.
In addition, other priests and lay
people have worked in the parish, and
it is encouraging to note that during
the past several years, a thriving ministry is being carried out among different ethnic groups in this community. They believe that this is place of
encounter with God and people
where they share the Word and Bread,
24

comfort, and support one another.
Community endeavors are their
lifeblood. The great work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul continues to
provide those who are in dire need
with spiritual and temporal assistance,
while the Legion of Mary's apostolate
to visit the sick deserves tribute for its
noble efforts on behalf of the parish.
Fr. Aldo Uderzo, c.s., through his
hard work and dedication, particularly in the parish setting, has been a living example to parish youth and the
Italian community. The good works
of Fr. Jairo Alfonso and Fr. Hugo Vela
should not go unmentioned. It is also
worth mentioning the encouragement
and initiative shown by Fr. Mario
Lorenzana to work with and assist the
new Filipino immigrants in their journey of faith.
Throughout all this, our multicultural community remains the focal
point that strengthens our connection
as living witnesses in one body of
Christ to live with Him and for Him
all the days of our lives with the gift of
our Father's charism.

Of course his greatest contribution was to the field of migration,
when he founded the Congregation of
the Missionaries of St. Charles (Scalabrinians) in 1887 to minister to
immigrants in the Americas. He
founded the St. Raphael Society in
1889 to meet immigrants at all ports
of entry, and he also founded the
Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Charles (1895) to assist immigrants
wherever they could.
The thread continues to weave
the tapestry. Father August Feccia,
pastor of St. Angela Merici Church,
was born in Piacenza, Italy, the same
city where many years earlier Blessed
J.B. Scalabrini had been bishop. In
the present, Blessed J.B. Scalabrini is
working at performing miracles
through his priests, Father August
Feccia and Father Albert Corradin,
who are always ready to help on any
occasion, or in any situation for the
good of the Italian community.
It is through the inspiration of
Blessed Scalabrini that Father August
gets his resolve and fervor. Once
Father has an idea, rest assured that, as
with the Scalabrinian Founder, that
idea becomes a reality. Father August
loves his missionary work and is
always ready to lend a helping hand
to those in need. He established the
Scalabrinian Foundation for the poor,
which sends resources to many
Third-World countries and helps
Italian immigrants and first- and
second-generation Italians in the
Parish Community. He always makes
a point of speaking personally to his

parishioners. He has established
groups such as the Marriage Enrichment Group, which caters to young
couples in their first years of married
life, and formed the Piergiorgio
Frassati Club for all altar servers
and youth.
Furthermore, Father August
spent countless hours on the effort to
rebuild St. Angela Hall (initially built
in 1937 by the founding parishioners
of St. Angela Merici Church). Father
August’s goal was to have a center that
Italians and Italian-Canadians could
be proud of. The rebuilt hall is a real
asset to everyone, providing an investment in the renewal of the Parish
community, a gathering place for all,
kitchen facilities, as well as modern
technology for meetings and gatherings.
Just as Blessed J.B. Scalabrini
would have wanted it work for the
benefit of others, the thread that he
began to weave in the late 1800s today
still weaves the tapestry of the St.
Angela Merici Parish Community of
Windsor, Ontario, Canada through
the wonderful and humble missionary
work of Father August and Father
Albert.
Let us rejoice by giving thanks
and praise to God Almighty for the
inspiration and the hard work of our
role models: Blessed J.B. Scalabrini,
Father August Feccia, c.s. and Father
Albert Corradin, c.s., Let the miracles
continue!

S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Justice for Immigrants

Welcome to the land of freedom: immigrants passing
the Statue of Liberty, circa 1887.

Los Angeles Community
Our Scalabrinian confreres in Los Angeles are deeply involved in the cause of
Justice for Migrants. Fr. Richard Zanotti was asked to prepare a report about
their activities. Fr. Zanotti writes:
In 2004 we asked as a local community to have some sort of event on
the occasion of the death of our
Founder. A new auxiliary bishop had
been assigned to the Archdiocese, a
Filipino, Bishop Oscar Solis. He was
placed in charge of ethnic ministries
–what a task for such a large and
diverse archdiocese! Fr. Giovanni
Bizzotto and I met with him to talk
about the possibility of celebrating
National Migration Week with a mass
and a festival of cultures involving
all the ethnic groups of the archdiocese. We worked together with these
different groups and the result was the
celebration of a Migration Day, with a
10

mass at the cathedral presided over by
Cardinal Roger Mahony on January
8, 2005, followed by a grand festival
of cultures at St. Peter's. This past January, we once again celebrated Migration Day, and, at the mass, Cardinal
Roger Mahony launched the Campaign for Justice for Immigrants proposed by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Giovanni and I
were asked to be part of the steering
committee, together with representatives of offices of the archdiocesan
center as well as leaders from other
groups working in favor of immigrants. Giovanni and I also were
involved with other groups that advocate for immigrants, such as CHIRLA
and ONE-LA of the IAF. The steering
committee focused on three areas:
advocacy, networking, and education.
A plan has been made to implement
the Campaign for Justice for Immi-

The facade of St. Catherine of Siena Church in
Mississauga, Ontario (Canada).

have built their own churches in the
area. Within the neighborhood, St.
Catherine of Siena remains a church
for all, an example of hospitality and
humanity to all newcomers. In the
same vein, the changing face of the
area reflects the graying of the Italians
and a few English immigrants. The
1990s saw the expansion of its mission to embrace the wave of Hispanic
newcomers to Mississauga. Changes
in the ethnic population combine to
produce contrasts of tradition and
religious expression that may be felt in
the rhythm of their liturgical music.
The parish is privileged to have
six Catholic elementary schools in the
area, where almost 3,500 children
from kindergarten to eighth grade
receive Christian instruction. They
also start to understand that from the
diversity of cultures springs forth a
new people that love, respect and live
the same faith. Two of these schools
have been named after Blessed John
Baptist Scalabrini and Father Danilo
Zanon, respectively. Inside the Gothic and Romanesque-style church, the
center tabernacle at the altar is lit by a

spotlight that was recovered from the
church of Saint Joachim in New York,
which Blessed John Scalabrini visited
on his trip to the United States. The
baptismal and altar of Our Lady are
on the right side, near the sanctuary,
and the balusters on its wrought-iron
gate represent the Scalabrinian coat of
arms Humilitas, donated by Italian
parishioners.
Currently, there are about 4,500
registered parishioners and celebrations in church are well-attended,
especially on weekends. Nearly 3,000
sacred hosts are distributed each week
for Sunday celebrations, which are
animated by choirs of all ages singing
in different languages. One can really
feel what it means to be a Scalabrinian
priest, meeting people from different
backgrounds, cultures, colors, and
lifestyles. The current pastor, Fr.
Rinaldo Vecchiato, c.s., encourages
the Polish, Portuguese and Slovenian
parents to go to their own churches
that provide services in their native
languages. But they feel more of a
sense of belonging here, a dwelling
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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St. Catherine of Siena
Church Celebrates Jubilee
By Fr. Rinaldo Vecchiato, c.s.
St. Catherine of Siena Church in
Mississauga (formerly Cooksville),
Ontario, Canada, celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of its founding this
year. During these years the parish has
served as a symbol of peace and goodwill for the many ethnic and cultural
groups in the community. Fr. Danilo
Zanon, a Scalabrinian missionary
priest from Italy, was the founder and
first pastor who was responsible for
the construction of the church in
1956. It became a Scalabrinian parish
committed to providing its parishioners with spiritual and pastoral assistance through worshiping, caring,
teaching and growing together as a
faith community. Its history reflects
the pioneer spirit of the Italians who
brought with them experience and
dedication to the church.
The growth of the parish over the
years illustrates the strength of the
community which has seen the arrival
of a new wave of immigrants. While
the church celebrates the untold
stories of thousands of immigrants,
its special legacy is preserved in the
memories of people who live and
work in the “city ecorridor” of Toronto. Buoyed by this positive commitment in the past, a wide range of ethnic groups continues to seek to practice their faith. Its people are represented by 36 different flags. And the
22

area surrounding the parish continues
to grow. The huge poster at the
entrance to the church, which depicts
the flight of the Holy Family into
Egypt, reminds us that we are all
migrants in this world.
The community, in the spirit of
the occasion, celebrates a story. It has
its movements that unfold the continuing episodes of starting anew. Those
who have already been baptized, for
instance, prepare themselves for Holy
Communion, Confirmation or a wedding elsewhere.
Although the geographical territory of the parish has been reduced,
the population continues to soar.
Over the years, three ethnic groups
(Portuguese, Lithuanian and Polish)

The huge poster at the entrance to the church, which
depicts the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt,
reminds us that we are all migrants in this world (St.
Catherine of Siena Church in Mississauga, Ontario).

grants in the Archdiocese over the
something to teach them. We will
next two years. For more information
continue our efforts with the help of
on the campaign go the website:
God and the support and prayers of
www.justice for immigrants.org
our confreres.
We are presently promoting
Melrose Park
efforts to gather signatures to be sent
On Friday, March 10, 2006, an
to our senators insisting that they vote
estimated crowd of 130,000 people
against the bill HR 4437, which is
marched in downtown Chicago
extremely anti-immigrant. We are also
bringing their calls for immigration
running workshops throughout the
reform to the heart of the city's ecoArchdiocese regarding immigration
nomic and political power. According
law reform. We are already very busy
to national advocates, this was one of
in our particular ministries, but, with
the biggest pro-immigrant rallies in
the support of our confreres in these
U.S. history. Our priests in Melrose
ministries, we will continue to work
in favor of immigrants. This
is a very crucial moment
with regard to immigration
law reform and it is happening in an atmosphere that is
extremely anti-immigrant.
We were encouraged by
Cardinal Roger Mahony on
Ash Wednesday when he
On March 25, 2006, in Los Angeles, California, thousands
spoke against bill HR 4437
took part in a pro-immigrant march and rally to express
and in favor of the immi- their opposition to congressional bill HR 4437, a bill designed
to strengthen the enforcement of immigration laws.
grants. He said that if the
(Photo: Reuters)
bill was signed into law he
would tell his priests to disobey that
Park had 31 buses going from the
law since we are guided by a higher
churches of St. Charles and Mount
law that tells us to assist those in need
Carmel, and an additional 300 people
no matter what their immigration stawent by train they could not get any
tus. Under HR 4437, to assist an
more buses. Every week during Lent,
undocumented immigrant in any way
our priests and others from the Archwould be a crime. I have told my peodiocese met in different strategic
ple here that I would be willing to go
places to say the Rosary for immigrato jail to show the stupidity of such a
tion reform. The New York Times
law.
and Univision, the Spanish TV staWhen I am involved in such
tion, reported on these events.
struggles, I feel very much a ScalKansas City, Kansas
abrinian. I join myself to others who
Our local Archdiocesan group
are concerned with immigrants and
began to meet in late-November 2005
learn much from them and I believe
in order to organize a collaborative
that we as Scalabrinians also have
plan of action for our local immigrant
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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community. The exact number of
Hispanics currently living in the area
is hard to pin down but it is estimated that in the metro area there are
between 100,000 and 200,000 Hispanics. At least 40 percent of these
families have someone with an irregular status living in their household. In
terms of those committed to ministerial service in the local Church we can
estimate that more than 65 percent
live in the shadows, trying to survive
without documents.
To date our plans has focused on
these key events:
-January 12th, Town Hall
Forum: The Justice for Immigrant

only welcome the migrant but also to
actively defend his or her rights.
- March 14th, Immigrant Rally:
More than 1,000 people came together at the state capital in Topeka to proclaim liberty for immigrants and to
urge local politicians to speak out in
favor of comprehensive immigration
reform.
- March 27th, Rally in Washington: Our local Church was represented at the national rally of religious
leaders who gathered at the nation's
capital to make one final push for
comprehensive immigration Reform.
-Spring Film Festival: In late
spring, we plan to hold a local film

2006 Provinc
Province of

Demonstrators took to the streets to demand a just immigration reform.

Campaign kicked off in Kansas City,
Kansas with a Forum on Immigration
that attracted a crowd of over 300
people. The highlight of the evening
was a reflection given by Archbishop
Joseph Naumann in which he clearly
enunciated the Church's call to not
12

festival dedicated to the theme of
immigration, hoping to bring folks
together in a non-emotional way to
talk about this very serious topic.
Our long-term goal is to keep the
Justice for Immigrants Campaign
in front of the eyes of our local

cial Assembly
f St. Charles
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nal penalties. The proposed Border
Protection, Antiterrorism and Illegal
Immigration Control bill, which was
approved by the House of Representatives in December and is expected to
be taken up by the Senate next week,
would among other things subject to
five years in prison anyone who
“assists” an undocumented immigrant
“to remain in the United States.”
Some supporters of the bill have even
accused the church of encouraging
illegal immigration and meddling in
politics. But I stand by my statement.
Part of the mission of the Roman
Catholic Church is to help people in
need. It is our Gospel mandate, in
which Christ instructs us to clothe the
naked, feed the poor and welcome the
stranger. Indeed, the Catholic
Church, through Catholic Charities
Cardinal Roger Mahony, Archbishop
agencies around the country, is one of
the largest nonprofit providers of
It is my hope that our elected officials will enact immi- social services in the nation, serving
gration reform that respects our common humanity and both citizens and immigrants.
reflects the values - fairness, compassion and opportunity
Providing humanitarian assis- upon which our nation, a nation of immigrants,
tance to those in need should not be
was built.(Cardinal Roger Mahony)
made a crime, as the House bill
community, and so we plan to
decrees. As written, the proposed law
continue to meet and organize events
is so broad that it would criminalize
for at least the next two years.
even minor acts of mercy like offering
a meal or administering first aid. CurCardinal Roger Mahony
rent law does not require social service
agencies to obtain evidence of legal
and the Immigration Reform
status before rendering aid, nor
By ROGER MAHONY, cardinal
should it. Denying aid to a fellow
archbishop of Los Angeles
human being violates a law with a
New York Times, March 22, 2006
higher authority than Congress – the
I’ve received a lot of criticism for
law of God.
stating last month that I would
That does not mean that the
instruct the priests of my archdiocese
Catholic
Church encourages or
to disobey a proposed law that would
supports
illegal
immigration. Every
subject them, as well as other church
day
in
our
parishes,
social service
and humanitarian workers, to crimiprograms, hospitals and schools, we

cial Assembly
f St. Charles
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witness the baleful consequences
of illegal immigration. Families are
separated, workers are exploited and
migrants are left by smugglers to die
in the desert. Illegal immigration
serves neither the migrant nor the
common good. What the church supports is an overhaul of the immigration system so that legal status and
legal channels for migration replace
illegal status and illegal immigration.
Creating legal structures for migration
protects not only those who migrate
but also our nation, by giving the government the ability to better identify
who is in the country as well as to
control who enters it. Only comprehensive reform of the immigration
system, embodied in the principles of
another proposal in Congress, the
Secure America and Orderly Immigration bill, will help solve our current
immigration crisis.
Enforcement-only proposals like
the Border Protection act take the
country in the opposite direction.
Increasing penalties, building more
detention centers and erecting walls
along our border with Mexico, as the
act provides, will not solve the problem. The legislation will not deter
migrants who are desperate to survive
and support their families from seeking jobs in the United States. It will
only drive them further into the shadows, encourage the creation of more
elaborate smuggling networks and
cause hardship and suffering. I hope
that the Senate will not take the same
enforcement-only road as the House.
The unspoken truth of the immigration debate is that at the same time
our nation benefits economically from
the presence of undocumented work14

ers, we turn a blind eye when they are
exploited by employers. They work in
industries that are vital to our economy yet they have little legal protection
and no opportunity to contribute
fully to our nation. While we gladly
accept their taxes and sweat, we do
not acknowledge or uphold their basic
labor rights. At the same time, we
scapegoat them for our social ills and
label them as security threats and
criminals to justify the passage of antiimmigrant bills.
This situation affects the dignity
of millions of our fellow human
beings and makes immigration, ultimately, a moral and ethical issue. That
is why the church is compelled to take
a stand against harmful legislation and
to work toward positive change.
It is my hope that our elected
officials will understand this and enact
immigration reform that respects
our common humanity and reflects
the values – fairness, compassion
and opportunity – upon which our
nation, a nation of immigrants,
was built.

New Scalabrinian Bishop

The Holy Father Benedict XVI had
appointed the Scalabrinian Father
Alessandro Ruffinoni, cs, of the Province
of St. Peter (Brazil), Titular Bishop of
Fornos Major and Auxiliary Bishop of
the Archdiocese of Porto Alegre (Brazil).
Mons. Ruffinoni received the Episcopal
ordination in the Porto Alegre Cathedral
on March 17th. He has been assigned to
the Gravata deanery, which encompasses
five towns with about 900,000 people.
Many of them are internal migrants or
immigrants from other Latin-American.
Mindful of the Scalabrinian Charism,
which he intends to witness in his new
position, the motto Mons. Ruffinoni has
chosen on his Episcopal coat-of-arm is:
Na Igreja ningum È estrangeiro
(No one is a stranger in the Church).
A moment during the Episcopal ordination of Father Alessandro Ruffinoni, Porto Alegre (Brazil), March 17th, 2006.
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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Mass celebrated at St. Lucy’s Church (Chicago),
served by the Scalabrinian Fathers. (Nov. 2002.)

I, myself, am a product of these
Fathers who served while I was
growing up. Their example and
dedication had an influence on my
own vocation. I am a Scalabrini
priest for over 40 years and have
been serving the second- and thirdgeneration people of the early Italian
immigrants.
I wanted to share this piece of
news regarding some of the past
good works that were done by our
earlier missionaries, so that present
ones, such as I, may look to them
for inspiration.
Yes, Bishop Scalabrini’s life is a
compelling example of a man who
followed our Lord by tenderly
looking after his fellow brethren,
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and today our accomplishments
are made possible by the example
earlier Scalabrini Fathers who
extended to others the “Scalabrini
Spirit” of our beloved Bishop
when they answered the call.
Today's Scalabrinian priests continue to build upon the past. Perhaps a reminder every now and
then will encourage us and allow
us to appreciate the older Scalabrini priests and brothers who served
so well before most of us even were
born.
Long Live Bishop Scalabrini’s
Vision!
Sincerely,
Rev. Nicholas A. Marro, c.s.
Santa Lucia Parish, Chicago

Scalabrinian Province of
St. John the Baptist
100 Years

By Rev. Miguel Alvarez, c.s.

From Monday, the 24th to
Friday, the 28th of April, we have
gathered for our Provincial Assembly
in the city of Tijuana, Mexico,
a sacred place for we Scalabrinians,
a corner of Latin America where you
can breathe the smell of frustration
and death. Once there, we took the
opportunity to visit the border for a
prayer vigil, and had the opportunity
to rest our hands on the wall that
divides in a symbolic way the Third
World from the First, the Rich from
the Poor, and the pain of the migrant
from the hope of the dreamers.
Thanks to the interest by some of our
Scalabrinian confreres, as well as other
civil organizations, the Mexico-U.S.
border has been signed with more
than 4,000 white crosses, a scream of
Resurrection amidst an experience of
life stigmatized by death.

In that environment, where the
Scalabrinian Charism is more present
and actual than it has ever been, sixtythree of our confreres had the opportunity to celebrate the 100th anniversary of our founding. We took the
opportunity to read our history with
thankful eyes and hearts full of gratitude. Surrounding the Paschal Light,
we were able to yield the names of our
ancestors in faith and ministry, those
who once upon the time had the
courage to lay the foundations of what
we are now; at the same time we raised
our dreams to a certain future. Deep
in our hearts we had the certainty that
the future is ours because our pastoral
enthusiasm and the passion for our
charism continue to encourage us as a
family of faith.
In the field of formation, we find
ourselves uplifted and enthusiastic. At
present, we have a total of 61 students
S C A L A B R I N I A N S
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in our formation program. Vocation
ministry continues to be a priority in
the province; that is why three
missionaries are doing full time
ministry on this field. At the same
time, Fr. Bizzotto will be transferred
from parish ministry to a full-time
position as vocation director for the
United States and Canada. During
the assembly, the proposal to open a
formation house in Guatemala City,
Guatemala, was approved. As a result,
the local community is working to
contact possible benefactors and
developing plans for the project.
Our ministry in houses for
migrants throughout the Province has
suffered some changes and challenges
in recent times. The shelter for
migrants in Tecun Uman, Guatemala,
was very much affected by Hurricane
Stan last year; but, thanks to the
efforts and hard work of Fr. Ademar,
it has recovered and is now welcoming migrants as before. The house in
Tapachula (Albergue Belen) was converted from a shelter for migrants into
a space for migrant women involved
in the Trata problem (prostitution-sex
trafficking) to come for shelter and
legal aid. Our mission in Ciudad
Juarez, on the northern border of
Mexico, was relinquished to the diocese (at present, the Order of Preachers is staffing the shelter), while Fr.
Pellizzari and Fr. Barbiero transferred
to a new residence in Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico, to undertake the ministry at
the house for migrants there.
The northern border of Mexico is in
greater need at this point. As a
province we are realizing the Spirit
may be calling us to a new model of
mission: to open a position, to create
16

consciousness about the phenomenon
of migration in the local societies, to
make our Charism concrete in those
environments and to relinquish others
in order to find new places for our
mission.
Our parish ministry continues to
be effective, but we encounter the
need to debate the value of the position and our Charism, in order to
validate our presence in those places.
This year we made the decision to
relinquish St. Anthony's Parish in
Imperial Valley, CA to the Diocese of
San Diego; at the same time we will
begin a field study to prepare for the
opening of a new mission to serve
Brazilian immigrants.
Lastly, I want to mention how
glad I feel to have the opportunity to
share these pieces of good news about
what is happening in our midst. The
celebration of the centenary of our
founding as a province encourages us
to believe that what keeps moving the
missionary project forward is the
breath of the Spirit that fills the
Church and the world with
dynamism. I would like to close by
bringing to mind the words of the
Prophet, some lines of the Scripture
that, here and now, sound to me more
real than ever:
Thus says the Lord: I will create
a new heaven and a new earth, the past
will no longer prevail in our memories,
I will make Jerusalem a place of
happiness, and its people joyful From
now on there will be no mourning, nor
shouts of agony There will be long life
for all, no one will die young and not
reaching hundred years will be
considered a curse!!! (Isaiah. 65: 17. 20)

Rev. Nicholas A. Marro
writes us from
Santa Lucia Parish, Chicago
Dear Editor,
The Scalabrinian Fathers are doing
a fine job in assisting today's
immigrants. I feel that this article
about some of the earlier works of
our Fathers should be noted, so
that our young missionaries realize
that the good works and foundations of today are the legacy of the
many Scalabrinian priests who
came from Italy in the early days
to minister to the migrants of that
era, the Italians. I realize there are
many more men and women who
have served so faithfully and done
such a stalwart job in other areas of
Bishop Scalabrini’s works, but here
is one of many:
My grandparents came from
Italy in the late 1890s and early
1900s. They spoke Italian and the
Scalabrini Fathers were here to assist
them. As my aunts and uncles were
growing up, along with my own
parents, the Scalabrini Fathers took
time to help them. The children were
baptized, confirmed, received Holy
Communion, received the sacrament
of marriage and also the anointing
of the sick. These early Fathers were
also available to say funeral masses
and attend wakes and burials. I also

Rev. Nicholas A. Marro, c.s., pastor of
Santa Lucia Parish, Chicago.

mention those priests who learned
the language of English as well as
those who administered the parishes
and took time to help us, the
children and grandchildren of these
immigrants, to get involved into the
mainstream of the American
lifestyle. I’m referring to priests such
as Fathers Ralph Larcher,
Bartolomeo Marenchino, Ilario
Zanon, Guerrino Zilotte, Mario
Albanesi, Vincent Paolucci, Angelo
Susin, James Viero, and so many
others, who I believe, are responsible
for the vocations and parishes we
currently have and have had in
the past.
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